
BLUE GRASS BLADE 



VotttM XVU. Hamber 34 



LEXINOTON, KY., l^BCEMBBR 13, x«)o8 



PttbUtbai Wt^kly 



DEVOTED TO THE PROPAGANDA OF FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 




^ %%% % % 



Mr 



^•W^V PUB 




(;KOI{(iK WILLIAM McCOlLM ICK, 
Heligious and l*oliiii';il AgitaU»r »»t' OUI Keniueky. 




BLUE GRASS BLADR 



GEORGE WILLIAM McCORMICK 



Tli»' siibjccr of this .skeicli first inlialf'ti thf hroaili of lif«' in 
Bt^avcr (.'r«M k \';uh'\. at tli»' l>;isc of Mount I ioiri' lian, then in 
Hath CoiiniN. K«ntu(K>. hui now wiiiiin th«* corporaK' limits of 
th«' city of FrciH l.buri;. .M< ii» fc <• Coiintv. H«' first saw th<' light 
of day on the 11th of AuRUst. is.41. H*- was tlie t'-rst son borti 
to his i)ar«'nts, with thr<M' ('ld«T sistfTs. and two broilu rs and on«' 
slslers \)v'ni^ \ ()unK»'r than h* . Ills i ar< n's woro .Toscph Morrison 
McCormIck and Loiilsana Alh n .M( ('r»nnic k. His brothers and 
sisters all lived to maturity, married and had families of their own. 
This midway ion. of whom thli tketch ii wiitUn, wm Mined 
George William McCormIck. 

Even as nomenclature was derived from both hla maternal 
and paternal ancestry, lo he inherits an admixture of blood of 
different races and nationalities. Hfls maternal grandfather was 
of English, German and Jewish stock. His paternal grandfather 
was of Scotch, Wekih and Irish bkKMl. In the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, his paternal grandfather, with other mem- 
bers of his family, made pack-horses of thenuMlTes and wanded 
their way atong by the waters of the bine Jnanlta RlTer from 
Northeastern Virginia, over the Allegheny Moontnins, to tha Ohio 
Rlw at Pittsburg, wbera they made oanoea of aome light floating 
timbers, and placing their belongings aboard, Just drifted with the 
current of this historic stream to Limestone, now MaysTllle, Ken- 
tucky, where these pioneer pilgrims of the Blue Grass State landed. 
From this time and for many years thereafter, the McCormIck 
family aided in the building of the public roads toe which this 
section of Kentucky so soon grew into almost national fame. 

The life-work of George William McCorniirk began when he 
was but five years of age. His duties were to carry in the stove- 
wood, chips, bark and water for the best rook, th ^ best home- 
spnii knit and woob'n waro arehitcct that ev^T lived — his mother. 
Tlx Im mu' v of her rhara» tcr is found in th*' fact that she was 
alwa\s i<ind. affect ionatf. polii<' ;nid truly considerate of the 
rights ;nid }i.'ippin«'ss of olii« rs. Th*--* loftv principles sho in 
stilled into the niinds of her rl)ildr. ii. :iiid not witfioul eff"et or 
pur|)f)se. Wifl! it all. as ;i l)ov. our '-iihjeet w.ts not over sfrr»nir. 
and It was the one desire of his purents that he shonhi receive ;« 
classical ednention Fnu- wms Mujiitist hlin. [iowev«r. for he 
never i;oi he\f)iid tlie ruonn'.iin (ii^trict scImkjIs and the in- 
struction tli»> ^ave. Teiidin'. 'ritin' rmd 'rit liinet ic" of the most 
I>rirnary orfier I.at»r in life })<■ iinhlhed the notion that the 
Alnilirf ty Dollar was the rulin^r power of the nation, that it dl" 
recti'd the actions and controlled the very thoughts of teachers, 
preachers, priests, prjpes and kinj;s 

In ISTT. he -'ipp'd away from f;itlier and tnotper. wife and 
children, and hnvlnp about one tliotisand dfdlars In his t)Ocket. 
he went to Cincinnati, where, at the cortier of Fifth and Vine 
streets, the West end of Fountain Sfpiare I e es'al)lished a news- 
paper by the name of "The People's Dollar." Issued weekly, with 
which he acquired a circulation of 12.000. In its columns he ad- 
vocated the institution of PcK)ple*8 Banks, and condemned the 
government banking systems and crown script. He also advocated 
the People's Religion, and condenmed all religious sjrstema that 
cams from the Hps of popes, priests, preachers or titled raonarehs. 
He also, and more espeolally, reslated the '^hlrd term" Ideas of 
President Grant, wQilch he denounced as a step towards a dleta* 
torshlp. and verily believes that he managed to sow good seeds 
on good ground, furnishing the text of a speeeh delivered at a 
banquet In Cincinnati, to Grant, by one Orcesbeek, whlob set 
baek the hopea of the Grant people. In June, 18t0, when tb0 Ra- 
pMImm MMIoMl Oosfwtta was batet hali li CaUeafo, tad 



wii«n. after a w.-ek of l»alN»ting. (Jrant had derived 'M Southern 
votes. Ceor^e William .Mc(\)rmick. fTom Mt« Sterling, KentVOkj, 
sent the following' teh%'ram: — 

"Wanier Hatetnan, Meinher ChicaM:o Convention: 

"Stand fast. We are not dreaming over Grant's third 
Ti-iiii. the empire and despotism. We are Wide awaka With Ihar- 

man. |iea(e. plenty and the Itepiihlic. 

"Old Kaintuck'" 
In the summer of isss le wroit-. coityrlKhted and circulated 
n thousand cf)pies of a pamphl«'t of I<im pau:es. entitU>d. "The 
Age of the White Cross, or I'ses and .Abuses of th'* Devil." Tn 
this enl( rpi i-e h.> spent one thousand dollars, and at the same 
titue he spent the best, part of his life In attempting to destroy 
kiniicraft. ])ri(>stcraft, aecret societies, money-mmifenng and 
.t'overnnien' banking. 

When approaclied hv ili.- ct n^ns takers of l^on, fio pave Tils 
hii^ifiess occiip.Mtion ;s Ix'im; that of a "political and r«'llgious 
a'-ritafor." and a we» kl\ n« w.<paiM r. in search of a name, acting 
upon the ^uir^'estion here piven. adopted '\\jj:itator". a name 
which if still retains. 

Two yi-ars aco he cf)[)yriKhted a book consisting of one folding 
paffe and two words. Tills is credited with being the only book 
ever writt* n or printed that Is endorsed by all its readers. It is. 
nccordinu: to the atithor's notion, capable of doing i.iore good for 
hnmanitv. If lived u\> to and fully obeyed, than any other book 
known to the read'up: world. Th9 esaenoa and wordteg la aa 

follows: "DO RICHT." 

On its face, it looks almost too simjile to be reu:arded as a 
iK)ok. yet to do. or to l)e up and doing is one thln^r. and to study, 
to e\f». rlnient . to liKpilie and to leam and then find otit what Is 
best or riirht. is ano'tn r tiiinir TIavinp foimd out what is right, 
do It. and ke«'p <m df)intr. and these two y)oints will cover every 
pliase of itumtMi life. In addition to this, he has rn order now 
pending for anotlier copvriirht of the following lines, which he 
lif)ties tf» have inserted In the correspondence jpace on the 
address side of the national postal card: — 

"There is not a person of sufficient intelligence to be account* 
abb> for bis or her acts, in existonce who does not want the best 
of every phase of life, or real happiness, but the great trouble 
th.'it confronts us is how people ara to be taught to tliink and to 
loam what is right, for all." 

Principal, among its many fHends, the Blade can, with truth, 
count in George W. McCormIck. When triala and tribulatlona 
beset it. and what seemed almost toaurmountable diflleultlaa con- 
fronted It. ho came to Ita reacue with flnanelal meana and en- 
couraged It by hie constancy and devotion. Bven today ha la 9mm 
upon whom the Blade can depend In an emergency. 

According to his notions, all reHgfcms tlhat must depend upon 
animal forms as Inslgnlaa or emblems, are gvoaaly brutal and 
depressing In their Influences. To briefly sum up hit Ttoim in 
this respect, he saya:— 

1 matoitate that peace, Mndnaaa and equity ahonld ba Mdn 
the Inslgnlaa of civil life and uaafUlneaa, and tlma 
should be made the worMng mottoea of the pofivara n( 
government T hope the time will coma, and tbnt 1 tmr llva to 
wltnesB Ita dawn, when man will not regard bto brother man 
a dangeroue and deatructlva fbe. but the rsp r aaa n tatlva of all 
that Is noble, and grand, and good. T realtaa that aa nHittan 
now atand, nan la the wuraC ancMy of nan. but we muat worti to 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Christianity, Crime and Criminals 



Compendium of Prison Statistics Compiled 
upon Rtquost of the Blado, in Antwor 
To a Proaohor. 



(By K. Lewis.) 

I{ect'iitly I received a letter from (J. It. 
VVyatt, of Beebe, Arkansas, asking for in tor 
ma; ion on prison statistics, ami with that 
lett«'r was one from the i-Miior of tlirlJiad* 
to (J. B. Wyatt, sayiim. "it ynu will w i- i.- to 
10. I^ewis. of Pasa»l« iKi. !!«• •> i " uivf 

yon l)oth facts and fimiirs, ;is h.' ! , i ki." 
a coll«'Cti()n of .-iUch (l;it;i, ii|m ;i < 1:1: 

prison reports. " Th iiiUs to : on lur 
l<liid reiiiciiihraiicf of iin« to I'.to. \\ a t 

'I'ht'M I n;id in flu' i>la(l«' a tunj.. (cx.t 
in^' 'Im- s nil.' uround as Bro. Wyat ' i< ;i. r. 
to wit: Tliat a reverend niiiiist» r 11 I'.c. I..- 
had stated from liis imlpit that ^>\\\\ nn. 
criminal ont of f.oo <nnvict( (| had a; • iid» (l 
Sunday School. 

Having scvj'i'al thousand p»ms >.i' such 
statistics, whicli I liavf <M>lh'c'» d wiili'n the 
pas' thir'N \«ars.I sh.all tr> to phee lu'fnn' 
til.' Ii« V. iiiiMlstcr aiul the r.-adcr- nf tlu- 
lUadf sonic facts wov hy of tin- closest 
sciiitiiiy ni t vcry thinkinir mm aiH woman 
ill this cliuich riddrii land of ( iirs. 

I choose the State of Kansa • he -us. -he 
is a State Ivinu' < » iitrall\ anions 1 r s .-^rcr 
States, anil is coiisider-d a mod 1 S'a'e. 
morally .ni-l oihei wise I qiio'e fr ••n f S. 
Ci'iisn^ Sia'i-tio Mfpar! tneiit of I'm- Iii!.r- 
io-. Int. rior (^ iisns Hivi-ioii. tN^Pim! T Pdi- 
ter. Superiiif eiiih-ii' : ('arr(»'' I). \\'i i'4''i. 
Conmiissioner of I.ahor in change. \l»sfract 
of the l':ieveiith Census I ^'.tM 

Kansas has a well oii^ini/t-'l Stat.- vov 
eniiiieiit. with a i)o|(u!a t ion Pi of 
1 .1'.'T. of as industrious and '.veil di ?)osed 
people as live in anv State m H e rul<»n. 
'I'he (diaracior of her moral eipi'iia-e Is 
thorouuhlv sutliclent f • till. : ii«l ha.s done 

its work as eompletelv as anv 01 !" th.' 

sisterhoo(i. In l^!»n. Kansas li id pt , ' mi- -' 
oruanizjiticuis. with 'J.sr»t c'lnrth eilific. s, 
with a si'alint; ca|tacity of 7o»*. peopl«': 
the churcdi propert\ had a valuation of 
$7. 1 17. .'<;!». with .'.7!> memhers. the p«'r 
cent of memt)«rs to the wh»de jxipula'ion 
ItelnL: 2:1. r.S. with preiudn rs and all Sahhaih 
sidiools In harnn^ny and al»und:.ne»> to make 
ttie whole a r. a-^onalde siicic; -: and no in 
terest was spared to send to all Joy and 
■ted tMtegi to tlM vttonnoat nmlto of tbo 



State. The 7<;. 1 1 per cen; .)f tin* people 
who w«'re not (diuii h menilM r , leit kindly 
towards ilnir fellow-citizens 'a ho were so 
far in ili« mimirity, and levied no taxes 
iiptn I heir church property, ihey gave the 
pieaeh- rs half fare or free pa'^ses on t'e 
r.iilio.ids ami allowed tliein the free us,, of 
sc hool liou-es worsliip in wm le they had 
no (dmrcii.' ; also heiii.'d ihem to pay their 
preachers and h;ii'd 'liejr diuri'l es that t!ie 
seeds of p« ace and t^ood will d riuliteous 
ness niiiiht he spe, dily sown nrondcast ov»'r 
every part of the .soil of the Sunllower 
State, that their little onrs nrp'ht prow n|> 
free from evil intliiences in hopt s that Miere 
tni«ht he (uie State in this Kreat Si8t(>rhood 
of States almost if not altogether free from 
I ho disgrace of prisons. 

Their ministers were ap!Miinted Chaplains 
in both Houses of the State Legislature, 
:>nd a Chaplain for each regiment of soldiers, 
and Chaplains in. each of the penitentiaries 
of the State, and at tlie Asylums. By their 
fruits ye shall know them. 

I have before me the Seventh Bl-ennlal 
Ileiiort of the Directors and Warden of the 
Kansas State Penitentiary to the Governor 
of Kansas for the flseal year 18S9-1890. at 
Topeka. This report covers 79 pages of 
tabulated matter. 

TABLK P.— Personal Record of Prisoners 
received at the Kansas State Penitentiary 
dnrlnfT the period commencing July I, 1888, 
and endlnv' .luiU" 'n l"^'"' 

INTERROGATORIES. 

I'aieir ciiuvidi .Members? \es, 500; No, 
! 7'. : I >on : Know. «;:». 

I ) iio»;iinai ions? l'atlu)Ii<*. Methodist. 
17'.: Baptists li.'.": Pr. ^h\ •eti.ins. Cum 
herland IMeshv •« rian . h' I'hristian. 
l iiiied r.rethit n. v: i.uili' ian. Kpisco 
pal. 7: I'tMiL'i t i ai ional. iMmkard. 1: Ad- 
N'lit, I; ()ualM f, I: Don't Know, 10. 

iiavo You r.. . II ;• Church Member? 

V. s. :!. I : \o. ::7n. 

DeiKunHations Catholic. Methodists. 
7'': Baptists .'>7: I'r. shy; eiiai' ^. I.'.; Christ- 
f.u; Cnit.d Bie'lir. u I utheran. 30 : 
( .'iiui e-at ional, S; Quaker. I. 

Have You Attended Sunday School Reg; 
111 iriv» 

Yes, .".nu; No. -J I I 

Did your Parents use Liquor at* a n» vi ruKe? 
Tea, 624: No. nO; Don't Know. 44. 



Have You I'sed Liquor as a Bevenftt 

Yes. No 220. 

AveraK*^' age at which prisoner* began to 

drink. IS. 

Trisoners whose ancestors were orlm- 

inals. 10. 

Now. how do these tii;ur68 agree with 
;he Itevert lul niinisit r s statci.ient tliat out 
of »'»uu convicted, only one had attended 
Siihhatli ^^chool. and his carefully prepared 
statistics provini? it? I want to say to the 
reverend .u.nMetnan that he never saw any 
.•^'a;isti( ^. 'I'm. -re are none tOCh IB «llat- 
enee, nor r\ < V Was. 

l'ii;ures M' no posirivt' evidence of sta- 
tistics. All statistics are special and em* 
anate from some source of legal authority. 

Now I will deal fairly with the reverend 
gentleman. Out of the 23.58 per cent of the 
1,427.096 people In Kansas as given by U. 8. 
Census of 1890. who were Christians, they, 
the churches, rumlsbei) 500 convicts for the 
penitentiary of Kansas: while the non- 
church element, which includes all Infidels 
and Atheists, and comprisinff 76.42 per cent 
of the people, furnished only 360 convicts 
for the same itrlson. Please figure up the per 
cent that we furnished and the per cent you 
funilshed. then consult your conscience, and 
think of the statement you nmde from the 
sacred pulpit. 

Is Christianity a moral factor in our civ- 
ilization? In 1S90 there were in our prisona 
82.329 persons, about twice the number of 
our standing army at that time: and lli;086 
ministers, pulpit orators claiming to be the 
moral salt of our civilisation. 

There were also 1 «.'».! 77 church orjjaniza 
tlons and 142,r»21 churc'i ediflces. with an 
approximate seating capacity of 4:?.r.r»4.st;:'.. 
with a valuation of $r»7;Kr».^o.i:r». all untaxed. 
Their communicants nuinher only 20.r»i2.^«w;. 
not (me-third of our popnlatl»»n. which was 
at "tee «* 2, »'•'_* 2. *_'.'«>. 

Now, I a»k in :he nanie cm" iu-^tice. wher,' 
are \oui- inor.il fruits'^ W i'h a'l of this va-t 
a<"cuniula' i(ui of untaxed wcil li. and the 
1 ihors of v(Mir 1 1 1 .»>:'.«» pr. ach< : s. ami all of 
the aT'eiulant incidental expenses In keeping 

up this vast organlaatkm. where are your 

?M«»ral fniifs? 

One urea' trouhle 's that f'e pulplta are 
dishonest and the pews ignornnt. 
(To be ooBtlnned.) 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Sound, Light 



M«nt.fic Treatise of Important Physical 
^acU vrom cht Viewpo.nt ot a 

Thinker. 



{by I'raiikiin 11. 11. did ) 
l oi iiK-T readers oi lligiior ssci. lux w ill ic" 
Uiciau'wi- a coijyrisii:« <i ^iiici.* iu una 
ou© Id lyuG, which 1 . u ahoM the .sim- 
ilarity between th^ vlblati(*ll^« of Ligiit, 
Sound and Lii^'ii;; ', recommomilDK 
making of a machia^ ur ti|i|ifara!iu to pro- 
duce whmt I called Uglit-Mttilc; and also to 
teach Language, Muaic and Light, or artlttlc 
color blending ■imultaneoily, to the babiea' 
In their Kindergarten work. 

Helen H. Phllbrlck, who assisted me In 
the itudy of these subjects, is u remarkabl** 
woman, a primary teacher, and the au lior 
of a book and |»ariially dopi'd syst«'iM of 
luiiiiary i»hon»-lic work, in wliirh sh«* r» j(r« - 
s« nis fh<' phoijrric c' .in.cn rs in colors. My 
this iii<;i!i~ sIk' i> »'!rih!«'d 'a acli baltji'-^ 
' I ,1' ( •(» IllOI-f i'.;m li- 'I •() -[1. 11 ;ui(l 

understand any word wliich ilny can pro* 
nounce, readily and without fntiji^ue. There 
if apparently no eflfct required to remem- 
ber, more than is exerted In gaining the 
acquaintance and names of tho objects and 
conditions which surround every young life 
in Ite continual acquisition of knowledge. 
Her success with very young children, al- 
most babies, h«e been phenomenal wherever 
Rhe has tausrht. and seems to be the result 
of kpop'np: riosf to nature as she Interprets 
llprht. srnnid and lanpnnfire to the unfolding 
yonim liit«'l]f'f't. 

Wlxii w«' foDif fo foiiipar" aiid analyze 
t^M' vihrat ioii'; which arc the ir.;il Icjsls of 
Uicni. w<- find: first. L'^n^ruaL'' • divided info 
tM vcn v(»\v< 1 sounds; second. I.i.,'' t divided 
by the prism into seven cardinal colors; 
and third, each chord of Mualc divided Into 
•even notea as foltowa: 

a e 1 o u w y 
violac Indigo bhM green yellow orange red 
do m BM iol la M 

we 

Le us contemplate what mav someJime 
be ercompll<?hed bv ropres^ntiticr the sovcn 
vowel sounds in the seven cn v^innl co1or<= 
nsint? the short meth^id of 'Jt' iiot-raphv in 
s^end of the old Inhutnnn nln' ri^e» and or- 
thoBTnp>^v which we n^e tho prosont 
time. We mterht after th«^ flrr.t le^c^^n*, 
easllv substitute heavy or s^nded 1lne« for 
tko Kowata, illte ta wftH IHKk^ Ifnoa far th# 



and Language 



consonani.s. nmch as ihc ' c^v. > aenis of .<ic- 
iio^raid)\ arc wiiii.n now, and 'lius have 
our KindLM-Karicn cliildn ••, who arc able to 
talk, also able lo read, write and spell what 
should be a universal langua^'? and in uni- 
versal characters. In this way. such a uni 
versal language, written in universal char- 
acters, could be accomplished la a genera 
tlon. As there Is absolutely no religion, 
other torn ot inperstltlon. or change of such 
In It, there would be little or no opposition, 
outside of the usual graft In th^ handling of 
school books. If It could bo broupht about. 
It would be one of the prentent smill thlnira 
ever acrompUshod >)v humanltv. both from 
tho tlnio savinir and relief fr.^ni fatleue of 
children in the he^'lnninc: of th' Ir lives, and 
also the time and worry saved In reading, 
writing and spell'ng all through the balance 
of their lives. 

There fs a STowfne: tondcncv upon the 
stajje. at the moving: picture and m<iglc lan- 
tern shows It seems to me. to f.n.1ov t1»e col- 
ored lUhtB thrown UT)on the sWrt dancer^ 
and screens. Often these follow each other, 
blending with grand and pleasing effect, 
but sometimes they grate han^hly upon the 
artistic eye. the same aa bad music or an in- 
etrument out of tune prates nnon the sensi- 
tive ear and mind of a srood musician. 
What might br* possible then If some incon- 
lous student of our Tirade Torrospondence 
School should "o consfrnct n tilano that It 
would not f)nlv vibrate harm. ,nious sounds, 
hut he so arraiiL'ed that, in a dark room, 
each kcv touched would throw Its corre- 
sponding color in the octavo, upon a screen, 
fn a sentiaclon^ 'freim of beautlfullv blend- 
ing light: perhaps by arranging the colors to 
the keys as In the above diagram, making 
each octave lower, of more dim colon, and 
each higher, nore bright. 

There la a vast difference n.rinclpally a 
matter of trslning) in the capric ity of differ 
rnt brains to measure vlbraMcns ni sound, 
liRht and other sepHaiiJUis ron.hicTed u, 
them throuKliihe i.r^'ans i,. i ves which 
carry the motions. I "or exajnple. we m;iy send 
or receive as many inessai';es »;\er the same 
wire at the same time as we v.m dist lni,'uisn 
• hfferen' fone.^. 'nie\ do not ni*x or l)lend 
with eaci) otiier. unless the tones are so 
nearly alike as to he undlsilnguishable. 
Rome persons can distinguish more tonea 
or notea In an oetave than otbera, aad are 
that niaeb more capable of maktag good no- 
aMoM. to. olio, ore aone oyo4 color MM, 



because they do not measure close enough, 
and the seven cardinal colors blend into 
each other. 

I once visited a friend at Atchison, Kan., 
who woo on export telegraph, operotor, hav- 
ing In hii ofloo seven different taiotnimonto 
cllcktaig their nooaagea ovor tho ooao wiro, 
each iB a different tone, oad while It woo 
all Bobel to me. any one of them would In- 
stantly attract his attention If It called him. 
becanse his ear was so delicately attuned 
that thece tono<? did not bVnd upon hlO 
m'nd or feellnc of sound vib»*atlon. 

It seemt; to me that were a chlM taueht 
from ttr verv first moment of Iffe thebennt/ 
"nd P\Tnmetrv of the vibrations of lltrbt and 
sound. In connection with Its snoken and 
written InnGTuaco. It would develop naturallv 
Into music, ert. lansmace and tlme-savfnir 
h««b|ta. the same so ft mwa Into tba babtt 
of correct analytical tbtaMng In tbo Kinder- 
marten pItT. 

Tn flollowfng these seven cardinal colors 
of Nafit. seven vowels of laneuave and seven 
notes In eacb of the seven octq\ps of mustc. 
T do not wish to be Trilsunder«»tond as advo- 
catlnc anv mvsforfous cvsfem of maefc 
ntimborc! or anv other marlc or «iM)orstltfon • 
but onlv wfsh to call vour nt'-ntlnn to the 
Tnn^. that all Nature Is «?Imnllc'tv Itself, and 
vibrates Its fore* the same wav. along the 
same ifnos of least resistance, when we come 
down to first principles or what placer 
miners would call "bedrock". In waahing for 
the yellow motal from which we make 
iMiund ft) money— fnoney thot fooado.) 



(— Take « hov of chlldls wtihotA CTnyona 
and flu each of these neven spaees with the 
color nsmed over It and von will represent 
the colors In the order of the solar spec- 
trum.) 



Announcement and Answer. 
IOWA. I will p opare my nrtlcio, "So Future 
Wfe." shortly, and send my IS.M to Mrs. Blevin 

ns soon ns I know the piihltcntlnn will be n 

"KH '■ I wl.sh to make a few sii^,r;,'|.Ht lens r.- 
;.M!<liii>,' tlie imlilic'K »n. 

1. I think there Hhould ho roiisid<T,il>lo lati- 
'ude taken on the subject by dlfrcn nt writers 
In ordor to srlvc the more Information and to 
]..• of inter. St tf. th..s.' rw>t i>oated. Some might 
.lu.l! inii. li en th.' irifPi. Mee that the t>ellef in 
M tiiturr' life han on morals. Others, on what 
Ih the consolation of the hope of a future llfo 
worth to man? tc. nut let ench select his 
own course. 

2. T think the puhllcatlnns should not he given 
away: or at IcMst should not generally he. If 
l.osslhle. the rnest ..r ;it Last a i)art of them 
siiMuM !»e Hold and at a profit, too. Tho funds 
Mhnuid t>e used In getting out aM>re pttblloatione 
on other subjects. The bulk of them that re- 
miiln should l»e loaned out tmd«'r strlet ndes, 
sm h .IS i.r.- adopt. •«! by public libraries On<- 
at least Hhould he handed down in the family 

to future gsaeratleos. Bseh book auMT thus be 
reed by many.— A. A. ntOW. 



BLUB GBA88 BLADB. 



Thanksgiving and Other Feasts 



Blad* Contributor Object* to PrMidonta 
•Ml Qavernors Appoint. rg Dtyt 
For Prayer. 

(By A. A. Suow.' 
Ara all Goveruurit rciigiuub.' SUuula 
we under any circumstuucefi uypoiut lUe 
Uevil to call and advise Uie people to wor- 
ship? 

\\Luii the Governor ot Mussuchusetta 
uiigiuaily culled the people together lu give 
UiuuKs to Divine Providence tor the bless- 
lugtt bestowed upon ihein, there is no doubt 
ot the sincerity ol that Qovemor. He, no 
doubt, had absolute taith in prayer. Bui 
itt this the oaae with ail the Qovemora to- 
day? And is it the case with all the people? 
We are quite sure it la not. (Governors 
may all pretend they are sinoere in their 
•dvica to woraoip. but are ttteyT Do you 
sajr, "if they are hypocrites in this rt^speot, 
H is their tault, ana not ours?" But Is it 
not our fault if we insist on fiovomors act- 
ing aa they do in this matterlt is not ine 
briber ot an action at least in a great part, 
responsible lor tiiat action? buppose wuen 
a liovemor wtm entreaud by a number ot 
the people to advise nis suojecu to meet 
togetner lu prayer on a oeriain day, should 
maiia the following repiy: "1 cannot con* 
sc»eutk>usiy maJte soon advice, believing 
as i do that Uke laws of nature are inex- 
orable. They act aa they must, and lueir 
ooursea cannot ba changed by prayar,— by 
the inhuenoe of pony man. neaides ours is 
a secular govamment; and ia in no way 
estiablished on the union of onurch and 
state. U would be perfectly propar tor tne 
churohea to appoint daya of tasting and 
prayer, but out of place for me to do so, 
smce i am iiovemor, not lor a ciaia or a 
sect, but for aU the people. My domain 
IS of this earth. U reachaa tot beyond the 
skies." 

I say, ahould a Qovemor make suoh a 
candid reply, ha would never again be 
elected Qovemor,-Hhat would be his pen- 
alty for not baiiig a hypocrite. We ara 
shBpiy hypoorlta4Nribera when wa insist on 
OovaraorB and PraaidMito being apiritvai 
adviaena for iia. tt may be all right to be 
a Pope If ooa la sueh of his own free will, 
and If ovar people who also willhigly choose 
him aa tiioh; bat to foroe one to act aa 
Pope In the laaat eapaoity, whether wlUlag 
or not, and over MihJaota not all wllltatg. 
ia tyranny. Are wa not tkaa taiad to.aiip- 
port lallgkm? Do wa got pair ika OovarBor 
for Ilia ovary oMtl aatT 



Do you say ihat all Govtinurs are iv 
lltfiuutt? Uui we don't know aaa ucvci- will 
know utt long tm we ure ii^ijocriu- onbei'a, 
■as to mo reiigiouii scuiiiutiK^ ui uuy ui 
liiem. but now and iheu taeio are luiUfiti 
Liiai leak out. in spite ot ^leai cauiiuu 
inspired by policy, enougn cuiucs lu lue 
buiiacc lo bliuw mat our iiov«^i'iioi'd are uoi 
aliogeiher waai lUe masst-s are wuui to 
force them to lu.'. Whcu lue Uovenior ot 
one oi Lao aouuitiu oiaic;) -v;u implurea 
uj u laXov. auuiuer ui cUe luniuui lo ap- 
poiul a uay lor prayer uunng a uroaUi, at- 
aiaUf uii.^ sicinuicaui reply: iUoro is uo 
uiie pia^iii^ lur raiii as luu^ as lUe wiud 
ivaia.iii> 111 lae buuiiiwesi. iluw aiucli 
iiiib Sill I iii (^lous rtaiai k oust imu I do aoi 
kaow. 

1 cia»ai iiiaL liie ui.L of lorciiig cJovcruora 
lo Laki' a iiaad la religion in lUeir olliclal 
cai*arii> is a rolic ol Lue Dark Agis. The 
uaioa ui' ciiuich and atato aas uicacUed the 
eartii iu bluuU; has murdered leus ot mil- 
lions o( our fellow uieu. Uur beat atates- 
UKU, atier vieWiUg lue paat, have declared 
mat cuurch and atate should be kept lorever 
separate, bo apake vVashlugion, Jeiferson, 
tiiani, etc. 

iiut we are tuid that tuese governmental 
thanksgiving daya are edging in only very 
lightly on lorhiddeu ground, and then, too, 
the trespassing la all by the feet of angels, 
you know, and so it ought to be overkwked. 
But it is an entering wedga, and grsdually 
driven toward the heart of our secuUr gov- 
ernment log. Now observe: 

Thanksgiving is a Proiestaiii imasiuc 
Tlie Uuaiaa C'aiiiulies arc ao; ncia l> la 
.s\ iiijiaili\ uiih ii. i-'iuuii r, ihoir auiul) rs 
ai\- ^raiiiiali,\ lui rra.iiag uii uur M>il. Tlic> 
NN ill, ami ill lan, ar - a.-.Uiiig tor i i)iii i S.>ioiis 
lor ili« i|- r. ligiuii. I'oLiiei iiij huiliag them- 
selves liaiil ,11 - 111 lor \o! 's, aiul with tl.e 
exease i«# balaiii f ii t'ouals, will f^raiii a linle 
li» r»' ami ili« a a little L') lii»' .ulii-r .<••< i. ualil. 
like I lie iiuMik« > divid^i..^ ai* iie l ai't cheese, 
tli«-> aiay iiira our K^tvenna.'at Irniu secttlar 
in lorm into a relig!i>us hlerart.'h)'. 

"k:iernul vigilance ia ih.) price of liht-riy." 
Itoligioua tyranny is the rorat tyranuy that 
ever cursed the earth, liednmptlon from Its 
hells is the moat dililcult. Why? Because 
rt iigton deal** with the nusaei: with that 
which is •••red the pal) nf r*i«isoit tiii<l 
we are emancipated from tyraany to liberty 
only throagk tka Vio of reason. ReltghNi la 
MH m p r ioidsit ag4 praoedent Is all 



agaiast such delivt-raace. Again persona 
(■aiiiioi Ijcar lo have Uieir a lijiiou cleaused 
Uoiii au\ iiuiieiit clioua or cunuiHioas with- 
III ii. io a:L> aipL lo puril> ii is lo aua.hilaie 
it; or so it is geaerally cousid>.red, aud this 
Li.v i„ui)l.' will aoi gi\e ear lo. That which 
( t)iu- iiiMii ciod caaaol be improved upon; 
and so they btruggie on age after age, the 
forgers of their own chains of boiiCaga. 



TO ONI I LOVI 



(By Loui£ Calaisj 

I l*ou iu\ wuiU, MWceL liuie maid, 
iouve iiuid«- aa iaipita-'ou ol which I'm 
aliaid. 

Alraid: My iile will be desolate; 
Afraid: Tivat for you my heart wiU aoha. 

■Happiness," lis said, js the aim of llf^," 
\tt life Is ollen a gaiae oi sinie. 
hvtu l^ve — life s greatest joy, 
i>oes it ever come without alloy V 

To be happy, is to make othera ao; 
And the greiateat happineaa 1 know 
ia to love, and to aay and^do 
That which moat pleaaea you. 

Were 1 a poet, with thoughU sublime, 
lijupowered to think in sweetest rhyme, 
T would afford me pleasure to coin in varse 
The grandest thoughU imagined on earth. 

1 would travel afar— in imagination— 
To the distant landa of a far<>ff aathNi, 
And all that was grand beyoo4 tha aaa 
i would bring ii back in vena to that. 

1 would aaarch tne world for gama of 
thought 

And be unnkppy if 1 found them naught, 
because my bappineaa depends on thma. 

And iiiiae, oa the beautiful, grand sublime. 

'unr^napptneaa! ''each* contribi*tiiig cauaa 
Must be within fcha moral laws, 
it's Man who made of plaasiara a ala. 
And made it bacauae of proAt lo him. 

'&»ome''teai?h it's wrong for lowers to klaa, 

iiut surely they must be amiss; 

hor If the act is so Indiscreet, 

Why was the ecstasy made ao swaatf 

Life is action, and life is swoel. 

But no lite ia e'er complete, 

Unleas two souls are combined aa oaa. 

Than Natura'a decraa aaa say **Wall dflM." 



ignorance ia crime; 

Thoughts, lu vincible; 

if you valtto your own. 

Do not tnifiaoa or avrt Miothar. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Does a Believer Exist? 



If New restament Ooctnne Was Meant to 
Apply to One Ag« It Wm Aiao intended 
to Apply to AH Aeo%— Slit 0000 It? 



(By J. M. Gilber J 

' Auil he saiii aiiiu Liicui; \:u >e iinu ali 
li.L- woiid anu pitaeu LUe ijo.sijcl lo cvei.> 
t:i\alun. Aiid Uc iliaL bciic^ ci ii aiid ib iraii 
uzed toiiaii uv ba\ed, uuL lu* muL bi licN t ai 
not ttaail in- uaiuiicd. Aiid Hk .oc aigLis> ^hah 
lullow iiieui uiai beiicvu: In niy name biiali 
tUey tabL UUL de\iibi ihuy snail speak wilii 
U«w loiiiiueh; Uicy shall Lake up aerpeuis, 
and il ihey diiuk any deado ihi)it> il- suall 
uol hul l Lhcni. i ne> buall lay liand> un Uie 
sick and ihey shall i\co\^v. — .Mark IG: 
1.0, IG, 17, lb. 

liUL Chrisi.an» j)ieiend ihat lin se word.^ 
were UUL nieaiil l< r liiis age, buL uniy lor 
iht apostoiic age. i ney know lii.ii ihey 
cauuol show ih« njs« hes Lo lie bi lievt is, 
hence the necesaiiy lor the « vasion. liui 
they have no authority wija!i'\» r lor such 
ail abi»uiiJi<tion. The go.^]>el was lo be 
preached to every creaiure ol i.U ihe world, 
and the signs weri- to loUow t \ . r\ <jne thai 
believed, ll was by ihe .simi- tiiat an\ on< 
was to know that he n ally believi d. 11 
one cannot give the hinna he is noL a believ- 
er. We have just as good (in l»i<l belter) 
authority to say ihai \hv conuiiands lo 
1)1 each the gosix l do not apply lo this ag*-; 
lhal Llio pfoinise to be saved inroUKh belii f 
and bapii.-ui does not apjiiy lo this age; 
that ihe threat to be damned because of 
unbelief does not apjtly to tlii.> age; ihar. 
not a particle of the New Teslanient 
applies to ibis age. If iIk' .-igns do nol 
ai»j»l\ to iliis age, then none of the com 
inands, jiioniises and liirea^s in r< gaid to 
belief or unbelief upply to this age. We 
have better auiiiority for sa\iiig these things 
than the Christian hii> for sa;. ing that be- 
lief is not the same now tlia' it was IXMI 
years ago. They claim the same (iod and 
the same (,'hrist thtit lliey had then. Tiiey 
sa\ tliai (Iod never cliani^' 1:' belief ccjuld 
do niirac U s one*-, it could do so now. 

What is our authority lor saying that 
none of the New T«'sianient npitlies lo this 
age? It i« conceded by the b -st authorities 
and apologists that .lesus taiigi:t tliat the 
world was to end in a ver, few >.;ir>. 
Jesus said that some of tho-«' standing 'liere 
•hOttld not taste of death un'il he would 
come Into his kingdom and po\v»-r. (S« c 
Mark 9:1). He tauKht thein lo take no 
thought for the morrow; to give to all that 
Mktd; to Itjr VP aothJiig for fotnro wo. 



l iii^ a"U i< < woiiid ..a\c bt-t n alr.glii ii lie 
world wa- lo eii«l si)tj,j. .it -us no 

doubL eoii.-^idei. d ihaL there was all * ad.v 
inou^h iuodiu'd lo iaiil until >ne end. Liu 
if I lie world W.I.-5 lo lasL lor lhou.->ands ol 
.v»aift iongei, .J» su-, was a fool tor givaig 
.-ucii ad\ !«•»•. .)* .-us liL ill.- discipiea oui lo 
aril, and it»lil liit iii ;lia \ would iioi 
l»e able lo go in » r ih»' eiiiis Israel until 
all iliose tilings would <<uiie to i»a.>s. ll is 
el< ari\ se. n i..ai .leaUs wah a lalbe prophet, 

;.nd thai In w.i.- either a deluded perMon or 

else an impostor. 

Prayer. 

ll seems lo an\ common obseiMi thai a 
real believer in a jirax er an^ wi i ing eiod 
does not exi.sl. .\lan> ihinU liia; they be 
lieve, but ihey an- praciicing .- If-deceiJlioii. 

Consider tii« period of ihe last lour years. 
The over abundance oi rain liiai we have 
been having has bt t n llie ruin of the (oun- 
tiy. C'rt)j»s could nol be proi»erly lilanled 
or properl\ cu!;i\aied. Tiie rains washeu 
away and drown» d the croi)s; washed away 
the soil and cui the Ib lds into ditches. This 
iias been a caiaiiii y to thousands of p«*(J!)le. 
.\iiy one would iia\e i»ie\(n «'d i; it tiiey 
(ould. A believer c(juid liuvf (ione so by 
prayer. Over in .lamcH .'»:17. is, we read: 

'•Klias was a man sul)j« ei U) like passions 
as We are, and he pi ;;>• (! earn, stly that it 
luiglit not rain; and it rained no; on the 
• arth b\ the sjjucf of inree >ear.'i and six 
iiionihs. And he prayed again, and the 
hiav. n gave rain, and the earth brought 

forth her fruit." 

liid any one piay for b .-s rain (luring tin- 
la-^l f< w years? If any one did. it was clei-r 
that lie was not a Im-Hi'V* r. \\<' are told: 

All things are possible to him that b-- 
lieveth."— .Marl< :•:.';:. '11. that beli. v.ih 
<ni m(». the works that I d'» -^liall he do al-o. 
and gre.at( r work- 'hati :li< . :-hall he do." 

-.lohn 11:11'. "If abide in me. and my 
woros abide in ou. v shall a^k what ye 
will, and it s'lall be don*' unto y<»u." lohn 
l':7. ".\1! thin;.'!' wliat><)ever ye shall ask 
in pra\er. beli' ving. ye sh;ill receive." — 
•Matt. l'l:l.'L'. Ihit maybe Mm so pa8Hag<'S 
do no' ap|)Iy to this age. Then consistency 
(j.-iiiaiids that p.'op)-- qult making foola of 

'1m ii>elves by luaying. 

I'.iit so much tain has not l)een the only 
»'Vil. The boll worms and boll we. vils Inive 
been destroying what was i> ft from the 
Hood.--. \ beli« v« r (o!ibl ba\"' prevented it 
all. Hut as it wa - not pre\. nted. it is very 
good evidence that a b**llever dot*a not exist. 
If toeb a OM eilttod, lie wm gollty of erlm- 



liial negb et and ati eneni\ lo the good of the 
( oiumunit} . 

Is any sick among \(mV Lei liim call for 
ln' el(b is e'f the church; and lei ihem pray 
tjvei' liim, anoiniing aim wiili oil in the 
»iame of Ihe Ltji d ; and Ihe i»rayer of faith 
siiall sa\e the sick, and ilie Lord sliall raisi- 
liliii ui); and if l.< iia\. coniiiiiited sins, 
ihey shall b*- forgiven him. -.lames .'»:11,1."». 

If a b. iit ver •■.\isled, thert,. would be no 
net d (u any one dviiig. or of being buried 
after (l.\ing. C'lirist is said to have heali-d 
itii sick, and 'o has.- laioto the dead altei 
Ihey Slunk. He said iliat a belit vt r <oul(l 
do as gr. at and greater works. If a bi lirv* i- 
e.xisied iIm'I*' w«)uld be no n* . d of doctors 
t)i!" bt li«\« r in a comniunii\ woiiid b«- am 
j'l> sulli( it iit to put dociois and undt naki r> 
ou: ol busun'ss. W h« n Christians smd for 
a doctor, il shows ti.at they do no; Im H. ve. 
Iteiuember the old warning: Asa sent for 
a phyiiclan, and he slept with hto fathers. 
Faith. 

What must be the amount of faith? "And 
•b sus said unto tliem, because of your un- 
belief: Verily I say unto you. if ye have 
fa Mb iis a grain of mustard seed ye shall say 
iini<» this mountain: Remove hence to yon- 
dei- place, and It shall remove, and nothing 
shall hv imi)os8lbIe unto you." 

As all things are possible to a believer 
(Mark i»:LM>. he must necessarily possess 
as much fiith as a grtiin of mustard seed. 
If he doe.-^ !!ni possess ilijit liiuch, ho Cer- 
tainly cannot be a belie\er. if he possessed 
that mu(h. there would be "nothing im 
possible" iinio him. To say that one does 
not posst -s as much faith a^ a grain of 
mustjird seed (which the N'w Testament 
sa\ s is the least of all seeds, nut that is not 
* rm ) is only one way of saying that he does 
no jossrsa any faith at all and la not a 
b» lie ver. 

Hew To Fray. 

The New Testament gives explicit In- 
structions how to pray. But Christians pay 

no attention to it. They are told — 

"And when thou i)rayeBt, Jhou shalt not 
!>•' as the h.pocritts are: for they love to 
pray standing in tin synagogues, and on the 
comers of the streets, that they may he 
se»»n of men. Verily, I say unto you, they 
have their reward. But when thou prayest. 
i liter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut the door, pray to thy father which Is 
in secret, and thy father which seeth In 
• ( I t shall reward thee openly."— Mate 

0:.'., G. 

{To be coutlnutu.) 



BLUB OSA88 BLADE. 



Criticism oi a Christian Crank 



Open Letter To Prof. Naul, of Det Moints 
Coltogt, !>•• Mointt, lo%va. 



(By Prof. A. J. Clauim.) 

I Me by the "Public School Notes" in the 
Mitchell County Press (Iowa) for Nov. 18. 
that you led in devotional exercises Tues- 
day morning and gave an instructive talk on 
''Liberal Education." 

I wish to Inform you that a devotional 
vomit before the puiiils of an American pub 
lie school is prohibited by the Constitution 
of the United States end also by rulings vt 
the Supreme Court. It make no differencit 
whether it is the vomit of a Mohammedai , 
a Jew or a Christian, so foul and filthy th a 
nothing but the blood of Jesus can cleanse 
him, all are alike enjoined from exhibiting 
their devotion before pupils in American 
public schools. 

I thhik there is a seculer devotion that 
the Constitution of the United Stetes has 
not prohibited In public schools, directly or 
Indirectly, and that is the devotion to the 
''Infant of America. ' This devotion ha^ 



Famous French Recipe Applied to the 
•iMliieae 9f Saving SomIs. 



(By John F. Clarke.) 

The best way to save one's sole is to 

wr.llc cm the ui»|)or;. 

Tht' ijarsoiis it'acii lint KHttlng into tho 
rs'" will savt' th • -on;. 

The Frt'iicli rt'ci|M' t'oi- -i '\v«>.| raliNii is. 
first, caicli ilir rabbli. In >\\U'V to >a\" a 
s(»ul it is Im si h) lii.st (ihiaiti thi' > )i,l 

Occiili ism is a nic*', sonorous word. L ii i's 
lack of maifiiallsMi is a wo. lui Kick, and 
makes it IntunKiblo. The o«-.'u!««.<i Msnall.v 
talks glibly about the inwani si^u*, hut dis 
plays such u want of knowleil}.'" oi' his suh- 
jert as does M. (Jrier Kidder, tai Soeialisrii 
(iiveii a sir. IV/ man. I«!'» |.'l "Sorl.iHsm ' 
and filled with shucks of communis, i(> tia' 
iinch's. and dividing up nonsense, and M. 
Cii* r Kiildcr rises t'lilly to the occasion and 
the straw flies. He has evidently heard of 



hitnerto hei'u exercised i»nwi'''].\ b\ ihe 
most females of the land, hut in case that 
you are so devotional by naaire us to ni.ikt' 
it impossible lor you to get your tongue to 
work helt)re puhlic school i»upiis until you 
have i)reviousl.\ perlormed some devoiloiit*! 
exercise, then it wtaild, we tliink. he hrtur 
lor .\ou to adopt "Secular Devotion o th- 
Infant oi America. ' iJring ^viih ytm a living 
specimen of the -infant" atid wash it. iioi in 
the hl(M)d of any animal, but in warm soup 
watir: then dress the "Infant" in clean 
garments. 

We feel sure that nearly all of the girls 
will admire you, and some of the boys will 
wish that you could nave been their grand 
ma-ma. 

It is my opinion that in case you adopt my 
suggestion on public school devotion, it will 
not be long before you will gain the repu- 
tation of being the most devotional speci- 
men hi the State: and I also have the opin- 
ion that all of the women will make a strong 
effort to fill your college with pupils. 

Yours for Secular Public Schools! 



the Co opeia; ive C'oinuionwealih In connec- 
tion \Mt!i Socialism, and tries to reduce It 
to individuaiisi Ic •"ct) opera; Ion." 

The Co oi.eraiixe C'omm(»n weal' h will be 
a drastic inst it ut ii.n. and all . hilMacinK. The 
whole connnunity will own wii.l ii>e the tools 
of Industry for the common heuelit. The 
lahoier will receive the full pl(uli»ct of his 
labor. Capitalism will fade out lil;e Kid 

der S Spei'Hes. Socfaosm will l>e a <le>j.oI 

ism. hut It ss. much less than the fake De- 
mot ra(> and the theoretic Republic that we 

now "enjoy." 

i.ii>eii> i> nearly annihilated to-day, my 
son Kitlder The old sardonic stogan of 
the cynic, "if you have not shoes, you may 
K<> barefoot." is not a Jest Just now. The 
pani( has decreed that one shall not have 
the shi)es. and perforce one must go bare- 
toot. Then* is no liberty about it,— it is 
imperative. Therefore, I say again, 'The 
best way to save the sole Is to walk on tne 
uppers." 



AFFIRMATION AND NIQATION. 



(By C. Marr.) 
As for work for freedom from supersti- 
tion being a negative, it does not seem so to 

me. 

if we call a belief in religious dogmas a 
superstition, is not that Just as much an 
afliruiatlve as a siatement of a belief in 
those dogmas could be? 

If a man should say, "X believe the aton- 
ing blood of Jesus is my only salvation," 
we would not call that a negation because 
It gives the idea that there is no salvaUon 
without it. If we say, *Th.3 dogma of the 
atonement, if of any effect, is immoral In its 
tt^ndency," it is Just as much un aArmation 
as the expression of the other belief. The 
statement, "I believe in CkMl," is no more 
affirmative than the sutemeut, **I believe 
the idea of a God is unreasonable." 

My understanding of the derivation of 
the word "philanthropist", is that it is from 
words meaning lOVing' and "man," while 
Philadelphia means "loving" and "brother." 
It does not seem to me that the Idea of 
God is in any way connected with the words 
philanthropy or Philadelphia. Man Is re- 
lated to bis fellow man in a general way, 
living in the same world with the same gen- 
eral surroundings, having the same general 
needs. Then there are the different partic- 
ular relations, parent and child, teacher and 
pupil, etc. Would not man bear the same 
relation to his fellow man, God or no God? 

When a man tears down s hovel, and 
i>uilds a spacious and comfortable house in 
its place, his work is not usually referred 
to as destructive. Destroying thistles and 
removing stones from a field which must be 
cultivated is considered commendable. So 
Materialists oppose many old belief* be- 
cause progress demands that they must be 
superseded by more reasonable ideas. 



Another Qood Werfc«r. 

OHIO.— .\re you tho publisher of J. B. Wll- 
seii s -A Trip to Koni. -.-' If 8,». will >..ii pi, ,se 
^' r. tail .iiul tratlr priee an-l kind of 

bhuliiitftt in wliiili It ia publl.-<httl Wo aro 
dealers in books and many ot\u v lin. s of i;o,Kis. 
and hav sold som llt»onil thoiiK'lu. such as 
I'i'tor K.kh r ami r. iv Tiirall of Now York 
puhlish. wliit li piiMioatioiis vairy al»OMt 60 per 
ctMit discount. Wheie Klbert Hiil»haiil s writ- 
ings were practically unknown lu iv tlvo .\ oat s 
aKo we have Interested very nmny In Hiom 
now ami liav s.nt them many subscriptions^ 
itul wo iia\. aiiaiiKoU to have Mr. Hubbard 
with UH at .M««lN»nntl8vllIo (10 miles a»)ovo 
here) on February M next. Mr. Ions. Mr. H. M 
Stonbery. Mr. Stanbery Alderman and myself 
vouched for the amount neccMsiry. and I did 
the eurresiiondenoe and tfot tho dato. and ex- 
pect to nil the opora houso. t«»o So you soo 
we are Rotting very many hon- who aro think- 
ing more than they once did. and it cuine to 
us iNMslbly we mUht hit treat some one In Mr. 
WllMon's lHH>k. Do you know how that would 
i.ut we are at lo-t.^t Int r. st d .-nongh tO 
Miako Inquiry as to th. t.til i> u . and also 
your price to dealers.— \V. U. iiroomhall. 
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the end that truth may triumph over the cohorta of super- 
stition. 

Tlir iiiiinl nt' ( Ni TV iii;in jiii<l wniiinii is ii court ill wliii'li 
evcrv ('inisc nni>i lu- iriiMl lunic-ilv iiii<l iinparl inlly. It has 
taken iiiiiuy years of patient lal)nr to ln'ing tlie-e e< mditiona 
to the froiU but Ihey are here. We must utiliz'j them. 

SCIENTIFIC BXPERIMENTS UPON CRIMINALS. 



\Vhil( iiiMiiy well-minded, yet sentimental people, have 
uttered a vehement protest against vivisection and dissection 
ns a means of arriving at the cause and effect, as well as a 

cure, nf iiiaiiy ot* the ill> iliat atlliet liunumity, yet it iimst l>e 
eainli'lly a«linitie»l tliat niiieli valual»le >eieiitilie kiio\v|e«li;-e 
lias l>eeii a("[iiire<l under such experiments as these. The 
law is well said to be no respecter of persons, that justice is 
blind in its administration, and so it must 'also be said with 
\ery truth, tliat snrp-ry kn«»\vs no morals. In facty the 
iiimimI chiii-acter i- not to he eonsi(h're(l under such OOndi- 
iImii-, hill ihe <h'tail of the work ami th(» result of the labors 
thus expended are the tirst and last considerations. 

From a newspaper clipping sent to us by our valued 
friend, Franklin H. Ilea hi, we learn that a well-organized 
movement is on foot in California to have the Legislature 
of the (lohleii State take -nch -teps as will leptlize a series 
of seientitie experinieuts upon the bodies and persons of 
criminals condemned to die, provided it is done with the 
consent of the criminal. The piincipal object of this is to 
iz'w'v the person legally comlemned to die the power of 
(•h«M.-iii^-. (\frci>ini:' an nptinn. whether or •)•»( he meet 
«leath in the moth' j»re-»'rihe»| hy hiw for lii^ crime, or suh- 
mii lo a seientitie ie>i t'or the heiietit of hnman iy, the eon- 
si<h i-ation heini:-. that if he survive the test he be given his 
liU i ty hy I he panloiiing power of the Stat<% and while 
un«leruoing the te-i he shall he eonlined in the pi'iiilent iary. 

This is a (leei«le<l >iep forwanl in seientitie experimenta- 
tion. The Blade has no <louht, if adopted, the plan will 
prove a suooess. The California doctors, who, by reason of 
the influx of people afflicted with tuberculosis t > that State, 
in order to drri\e -miiic hciictil, temporary or otherwise 
from ihe climate, ha\e hecn compelled to wrestle with this 
prohh ni to a greater extent than physicians in other parts 
of the country, and it is from these that the movement has 
originated. In other words, they wish to make tests with 
tnlM n'lilin. The plan Ix'ing, that a man eondemned to 
death for crime, may, if he so chooses. In' saved from the 
gallows, and in>tead submit to an inuocnhition with tuber 
culin for the sake of experimenting witli it. it ho survives 
the ordeal and lives for five years thereafter, he is to be 
given his liberty. Xo doubt there are nnmy, under such 
cinMinistanees, who wouhl he willing to suhniit to such a test 
ratln'r than face a certain <leath at tin* eiitl of a rope, and in 
the end some valuable knowledge would be gained with 
which to oombat this dread white plague. 

Four years ago a similar proposition was made in ihU 
city by an eminent physician, hut having no sanction of law, 
no guarantee oould be given the oondemaad men that their 



liberty would follow a successful, recovery. Three men were 

in jail in Lexington condemned to die. They were white 

men. Ail hecn found gniliy of foul and atrocious mur- 
der, ihe ph\.-ician 4'.c«fiuu believed he hacl diseovered 
the syphilitic germ, lie ef uld not get proof without an ex- 
periment, lie sought iKirUiission to innoculate any one of 
the three condemned men, but all refused, and the experi- 
m. nt was never made. Could this have been successfully 
prM\en to be a germ di^ ase, much i^uud would have resulted 
iP'iH the recovery. Agaiii.if, by innuciilation and scicutiiic 
teatb, tuberculosis eo!i U- wipjd out, how much belter it 
will be for mankind i b' '»ntucky already has » law permit- 
ting the dis>eciion, • . tain eomlitions, uy a madical 
eollegi', of unclaimed «lea.i. lor the benelit of iiriric al and 
medical M-ieiicc, iiiid •. M' eidc«l crcd'i v"a'ifurnia 
if legal pr(.>vi>ion> ca:. i for tht* tnherculin te>ts pro- 
posed, and We doubt uui tiial the majority ot [»aiients will 
become ready and willing subjects, if given the i pportunity. 



TAFT AND UIS RELIGION. 

Many of our friends have written us coin . ruing the 
election of William Howard Taft to the Presid» !itial chair, 
and many liberal-niiiitled [)aj»ers throughout tl.e coimtry 
have made ^erious comment ujjou the glarin:; caet of his 
political success in spite of the opposition 1*1 numerous 
preachers because the Kepublican nominee had adopted a 
i*eligious creed that does not believe tliat Jesus was born in 
the tlesh and conceived by the >pirit, in a manucr contrary 
to iln' avowi'd o[.init»n- of (In., orthodox I'hurchc- of the haul. 

In many rc-pcci> 1' nitariani.-»m, the sect [•> which the 
'.'rcsideiii cK ci belongs, i^ but a mild form of Christianity, 
and has frequently been described as a "feather bed to 
catch a falling Christian." It is also a notorious fact that 
the crudities of ihe ;dlci:cd miracuhnis conception are hy no 
means acceptable to the iulelligeiit minds of the day, and 
whih*, without much serious thought, the fact of dcsus being 
a historical character in any sense can be made a subject 
of doubt, the majority of those who first experience any 
ile;:ree <•!' ^kepiici^m t'all mio iIk I'nitarian church. This 
b»)dy, in many i-iiic-, ha.-- been ilenii-tl rcpre.-i'ni»ilion in the 
councils i»f miiii>tcrial a>sotMat ion- «'n thi' ground that they 
are not suthciently orthodox for leilowship and communion 
therein. 

American Free! hinlo r-, wIm ;iier tavoring T-;ft, j-xflitical- 
ly or oihci w i-c, may c-'nu' to n-gard lii> idi'ction, at this time, 
as a sure and certain --igu of the (h'cay of militant (n'tho- 
doxy, and if the sentiment makes any serious headway 
within the next four years, it may be possible in the near 
future to elect a man to this high office of even more pro- 
nounced views. 

Let i' be understood, liowcvi r, that Taft is hy no means 
what we are pleased to call a liberal man. lie has publicly 
exprt*^s(Mi himself ps Itoing in favor of church missions and 
otlaM* enti'rpri-es for the promotion of church influences. 
Nor can we txo so far as some of our conteinporariea, and ex- 
press the belief that because Taft, a Unitarian, haa been 
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elected io the Presidency, a majority of the voters of the 
United States nsrree with him in his religious views. ? 

I>l;i<lt' iiicrclv (.\|ir(--* - il.r ui-li iIkii ii inii:lit In- .-<», ai'*' i. 
fay lliat wliilu iiiger»ull ilic* iiumiiialioii fur Guvenu r 
of Illinois because he refused to surrender Lis religions 
independence, yet forty years have passed since then, aiii 
it has been possible for a man of liberal and tolerant viow^ 
in rclii:iMii. maih is to be elected to even a higher Hire 
llian Intern.*]] .^Miight. 

From thib fact lei U6 assume what may be regarded as u 
pointed position in regard thereto. W ould such an eleetioii 
have been possible had it uut been for the persistent erforts 
of ila- 1 ricllioii^ljl aJi«)*'ia<'iical itn.'s.«, liie ]>cr.M -h-iil laL'-r.- 
and sacrilicea ul liiu liberal and radical workers duriii^ Uie 
past generation or iwo^ The majority of tlm American 
people mav ri^hilv be ^ai*! to have some sort of au 0['iiji<»n 
or belief, that gou'ine?.-, xK-iai ur ]>uiitical, does not depend 
upon a man'.- iv1j;^i«.h.- !n-iu-i> ur jd-fien^itni.-. Ila<l i;m v 
believed ollieru ice, f aU w«juiii nol Lave been elt ele'l, ujd 
the **Prinoe of i\*aee " leeinres by the Uemoerali«: noniinee 
would have eaiigln ilie rabble and secured their votes. it 
may be that hi \a]i ]>rotested too much; that he went a trifle 
too far in bi- rcli-iou.- ])i'< iciiMcn>, Lu ]>lea.-e ih'- majority-, 
and if ibis were ibe case, iben there are good and sulheieut 
grounds for bo]>e and encouragement that the work of 
Ereethoughi is not in vain. 

Small minds have big religion- notions. Jiig jjiinds want 
none of religion at all. W bere religion rules, .small minds 
are evidently in control. Where intelligence dominates, 
with justice and equity, religion may receive an equal con- 
sideration, but it gains no preferential riglits. J'lie religion 
of Bryan's mother may have been "good enoii^ii for bim,'' 
but it carried no weight with the American ]j(r>|jle. 

Taft s election may not mean much in the direction here 
suggested, but it is a good index to the growing liberality 
and betcrodoxv «d' ibe Anici'ican ])e(>]jle. It is a cballenge 
to tbe oriiio<bjx faitb and Us professors, that tbey need ex- 
ited no ^J»(•(•ial favoriii.'.m, no special privileges, nol gi-anied 
to those of a dillerent religious temperament, and this is a 
grand step forward at the beginning of the twentieth 
o^tuiy. 



INTELLECTUAL BOMBAST 



"(Jreat was persillage, and Voltaire was its pk*ophet. lie 
was the king of all who ever dealt in it." 

TbcH- .ii-c iln' ojM'iiiiiLi lint- nf an (••liturial t.n X'ollaire. 
wbicb n-renll^- a]>jH ;i!c.| in i!i<- l iiia-, «d' i.os AngeU*s, 

< ab I>y some it i- < m. I ii j.nj.iibir idea to arlaek a dead 
lion, and it is reasonably certain that the editor vt the Daily 
Times is to be inclurlcd in that eate^^orv. Ho does not at 
tempt to "answer*' bm ronimN blniH lf by giving 

expression lo a Jier-nual npininn. i'orinnately the day is 
pant and gone when ibe < linnial (olumns of a daily newi- 
paper were popularly supposed to emanate from aom 



mighty intelligence, an oracle, in which was contained the 

sum and substance of all earthly wisdom. 

Ju'luinii IVmiii ilir menial caliber nl" tin' iMli.orial writ«'r 
on tbe paper referred to, from wbaL be bas written, he is 
certainly of small measure. 11 i> page reminds one of a des- 
ert after it has been struck with u siu^oon, showing a great 
waste of space. To parajihrase the above quotation, we 
inigbt say, 

Oreat is iiiieileeinal bombast, and tbe editorial writer 
of the Los Angelo iJaily Times is its greatest living repre- 
sentative, lie is the peer of any who have ever tried it, and 
made a miserable failure. 

* J be a>iH r.>iMiij -landing ab>iie, wonld be seareely worthy 
uf iiuiiee or mentiuii, but wbaL IoHmWs in the editorial would 
indicate that tbe writer tbereuf ba<l undertaken a task that 
was entirely too large for him. His utterances remind one 
of a school-boy*s struggle with his first essay, or a young 
girl g"'in^ i:nl'ly oxer ber lir.-t ki^^.-. lie accuses X'oltaire of 
Ijeiiig a |iar.-illenr. We are iiielined to doubt if be bas ever 
read \ oltaire, or reading bim, kiiuu.-^ ibe literal meaning 
of the appellation he employs. Of course, he cannot injure 
\' oltaire, and Voltaire being unable to make answer, the 
admirers of the great French scholar can take up the oudgel 
in behalf of his memory. lie adds — 

"The letters of »St Paul still enrich men ^ minds, but 
N'oliaire's philosophy is as dead as the hands that once were 
given in his praiae." 

'i bi- ^(•nl(•nee ougbl to be .-^nllieient to |i( rniit an accurate 
estimate of tbe mental pabulum <d" ila- writer. As a matter 
'd" fact, tbe letters of St Paul are not read by men now-a« 
days, but are left to be simpered over by some women and a 
few preachers, who are anything but men as true manhood 
goes. Si)r are tbe mind^ ot" these women an«l preacbers 
"enriched" by reading or stutlying them, for there i-. nothing 
to be found tiiereiu worthy of ibe slightest human cimsidera- 
tion, or of the slightest value to humanity. On the other 
hand, the works of Voltaire may be found in the libraries 
ol all rca-lin;^ an«l tiiinking j»c(»|)le^ i-Nen tbe ])nblic libraries, 
and I bey arc not permitted to lay and accnniulale du^t npini 
tin,' biiKliiig. Only within the last few months has a great 
publishing houae iaaued a new complete edition of Voltaire's 
works, and the Blade carried an advertisement for a period 

ol' tbi'ee months. 

iiut let us quote again: — 

^*Aud back of all this he failed to lee that the religion of 
Sorrow, Suffering and Love was and forever must be the • 
ligion of the himian heart, whose environments and life in 
all - aiel clinic^ mn.-t e\( r bi- .-sorrow and sulTering, and 
lo\c, ibe ojr>j)i ing of these two. Persillage was to make liie 
Mory ot tbe cro».^ stale, a ioeer waa to void the human heart 
of its love, and a jest wai to make away with suffering an.i 
sorrow.*' 

ir iIm' <le-cri|»i ion of n li-ion a^ bere given is meant to be 
applied to liie Christian religion, the application is timely 
and well taken. The Blade, and many modem writers, 
have long contended that there it nothing bat forrow aful 
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suifering in that system of religion and that to acquire the 
greatest possible human happiness it must be destrojcd. 
But even in this he has "iut his vn-hs and adverbs luixod. 
Love oeca>iuiis joy and lia ppiiii-^. True love brinj^ sun 
.-liiiu' iuln every liour ul* the <lay. I riii' Invc i^ liii' ouu u^H'a^ 
elixir ul' life, au<l to catalogue sutieriug and ^orrow wiOi 
love is as much out of place as the editorial we nre now tUs- 
eussing is from the truth. That which produces sorrow 
and suffering in the human heart and mind ought not to be 
cin-MiiiMiicd. It i> iiii\\<»rili\ liiiiiiaii cnn^itK r.n 'mn. It 
lu'lnhii^ Id iIjc <li'a<l aiitl iuiiomnf past. It i-. not t'or li • 
]»n'H'iii <•!• liiL' I'uiiirc. ll' tills Ik* llic Cliristiau ivligi 
then is every gooil man and every good wouuiu having tbe 
courage to lift their voice and wield their pen against it 
jii-tili('<l ill wlial llicy liaxc >ai<l ainl iloiic. 

iiut that all till' Aimaiiia-^ ( hi!) iih ihIkts ari- unt yd dr id^ 
in spite of iiooscvelt's audiitioii tn iiicrcasi- the iiicuilnTshii:, 
is proven by the fact that in the editorial uu ntiuued, It 19 
«aid: **But light Voltaire and all his porsitlage passeiL 
'I'lic iiKiii of iiilinitr cMiiccii iia- Keen well uiiili f(»ri:oi t. ii , 
iio plaii'lits disturb the dead ear; iio ll<»\\cr- .d praise ea.i 

w a k • 1 1 K < lead optic nerves/' 

iVrsiliage means a sort of thin, sparkling tliought, or 
what looks like wit, but is not. And in this sense, we are 

aliiin-t fMi'ccd im ilir li(dii'f that the I'ditnrial writer iiiider 
di>eii>-iMii \v;j> iiyiiiL: i«» • .ut-per-illaiic Xnltaiie. In tli(» 
tirst place the e< »n-i met inn i> not even pretty, and in ti.e ni .\t 
instane(^, the statements made are not true. Asi«U; ^'rom ihe 
fact that not oven the writer can cull from life or history an 
instance wlierrin any plaudit- cMuld di-tiirl» tlie ear- <t\ ilie 
drad, lie undertake- to make capital <»nt of ihe fael (hat 
t'\( II \'oltaire eoiild not Im' ron.-cd from the grave to give 
I hanks to the admiring multitude. "Dead optic nerves'' 
are good, but it takes more than mere '^flowers of praise*' 
to rouse them into life and activity. It looks like a case of 
an attempt at ])adding his lines to till up with, and wrote 
anytliim: iliat otcnrred to his mind without regard for its 
sense or meaning. 

But Voltaire is not forgotten. ^lillions read him, and 
millions admire hiiu even to this mood day. In the mind of 
ignorance he may l)e reganlcd as a par^ilh iir, luit his wit 
sent daggers into the heart of liie (»rth«M|o.\ ehnri'h and <le- 
Htroyed its evil inllueuce in Europe. That Voltaire was not 
the weakling that the editorial writer of the Daily Times 
Would inive his readers believe, is to be inferred from his 
own words, where he unwittingly, and unintentionally ])er 
haf»s, says: — 

''Yet his attitude toward religion is a good index to the 
limited reach of his keen-edged intellect." 

That -enteiiee i- enoni!li, \o keen t'tlgr«l inttdleet can 
have a limited reach. In the world of letters and art it is 
only ignoranoe that runs against limitations, and the Los 
Angeles man seems to be one among them, ilis limit was 

reached when he undertook to disoui^s and criticise Voltaire, 

a -iihifci loo \i\>2 l'»»r him, a -iihjcrt that i- entirely heyond 
him. lie may be at homo with a ilissertation i»n the Acts 



of the Apostles, or the Revelations of St. John, but in 
coming in contact with the mightiest intellects of the ages, 
he finds himself against a snag. 



BE YOURSELF. 



Too often men and women will strive to imitate others, or, at 

ItM-l. Snilir [MlNnli uilli W I , , ! i lluV llMXC Ct'lIU' ill Cnlltai't. 

I)id voii fvor iiy Id be yourself? ll«»\v ut'tou are yuii yourself? 
In other words, how often ars yon somebody who is really ill- 
thought-of by your real self ? How «»ften are you, through some 
sttrt of inHucnee, scmethiiig bigger aud better than yciir moral 
self 1 i 1 \\ ( >t < p to think we will find that we are not, very often, 
our real selves. 

In order to be yourself you must first know yourself and then 
e\|tn's> \ours»'lt\ This nuiy sound easy, when reading it; but it 
18 not if we try to put it into practice. Sometimes we must pay 
a heavy price for the effort. None the less, if we succeed, the re- 
\\;ii»l is ilinr. Pr..|(!r max disai^ret' wiih \<mi; (Ih'V may not 
SLC things as you see them; but they may not themselves even 
dare to say what they really believe. But in the end they will re- 
spect voii. And when they have mustered up sufficient eourage 
they will eoiiie round and tell you so. And you, friend, reader, 
with every logical, straight, impersonal thou«,^ht, you are gaining 
personal power. You are climbing up and out of the stratum of 
the commonplnco into that other stratum where dwell the lords 

Ml" lit'.'. 

.Just begin to usk yourself: '*Wbat do I think on this or that 
question f Never mind what the other man or woman thinks. 
N»'\t'r coiisithr Imw ii will atVtM i \..u. Iml liow it will utToet the 
worhl. I)o uot eousider, so much, what is best for you, but what 
is best for mankind. Here is the great secret. 

When, upon this hroad. i'air, opon and holiest, unsi'lfiish basii 
yc»u have really i'ouud an i>piiiiou, talk it. Listen also to tha 
other man^s views. He may be able to teaeh you something, give 
you a point i r. or vwn eaiise you to ehange your opinion. And do 
so if you want to, and whatever that opinion be, go and tell it. 
Vou may be called *'queer," and even harsher iiaines, tor had 
names and persecution are the tributes which the stupid rabble 
pays to genius. 

Be yourself, anyway. 



Wiiitt'r iiiuhls aiv Inn.jcsl ami lust for iustnu-tivL' readintj 
and you ought now to see that the tilade gets into the hands of 
all your personal friends. Send in their names with ten eenta 
for sample eopiea. 



We can book a few more orders for bound volumes of the 
Blade, and we urge a speedy response to those desiring them. 



It BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Materialist Association Propaganda 



•Irons Lottor from th« Capable and smolant 
•••raUry to ttio Mnomoora with uut* 
lino of Plan of woriu ... 
(By aaiia Mowry tuiv^u) 



Otto WetuUiDt auui'«i~s al uit; couv«a- 
Uon was prmioa lu ui« oiav uidun otaae of 
Oct. lltlL U«) i» proiftiaeut oL tiku Jdaiorial- 
iat Asaociailon and also aoieai writer on 
Materialiam m tne wond. Hia wrlUnsa 
havo touno U&oir way into mosi aU Froo- 
thought papera, to ho ia wideiy known. But 
of all hU writing!, toat adcUroi« U tho boot, 
hla masterpiece. Have you read It through 
oarefuUy, thoughtfuUy, weighing every ar- 
gument? If not, you had hotter do ao. 
Like tho moat valued of classic llteraturo. 
It will boar aeveral readings, and bo valued 
more eaoh time. But the masses, kept ig- 
norant by tho prlosu' and preachers' toaoh' 
Ings of Bible supersiltlons, iheir brains not 
allowed to develop by sclontldc loach.ngs 
uid discussions, tuey wouid not understand 
snd value that addreas if ihey mod to reaa 
.c. Ho to them wo nad oetier give the 
ilitle symposium loalleta. For educated 
•hlnklng men and women that address by 
jtio WeUsielu, *TtM Ax at the Root," Is 
u.c inu tamg needed. He proposes having 
.t printed in pamphlet or Uuie book form, 
.0.000 or 20,000 cop'ts, so it can be wldeiy 
distributed; but it will cost <50 for 10,000 
copUs, btsldts advfcriismg au-l posiage. We 
want cash enough conir.buied to pay lor tho 
l/r«uilUK. li^ach who contribute fl.OO will 
receive 100 copies, whicn they can dlatrlb- 
dte or sell at 5 cenu each. 

If there is any proflu from the sale of tho 
bookleta, thu goes into the M. A. treasunr. 
If Hfty members or friends eaoh send 91.00 
for 100 coplea to Otto Wetutehi, La 
Orange, 111., we should soon have thla moat 
valuable addition to our llteraturo in o«r 
bands for use. Then praise it to tho moat 
intelligent people we know, to exolto thotr 
wish to read it, and decid on Ita aorlta 
themselves. Will you help? 

John R. Charlesworth says: *Tho article 
will read well in pamphlet form; the argu- 
ment ia strong. It la a brilliant array of 
faeu and authorities agalnat the Ood Idea." 

Otto WotUteIn himself says: **In addi- 
tion to my thought, you will find It a valua- 
ble symposium of tho world's greatoat 
thinkers In advocacy of materialism, and I 
have endeavored to moot all poinu of aitaek 
of tho ehureh, so It will make a strong 
pamphlet to oonvlnoo tho Investigator of 
the truth we are anxious to Impart. I know 
that my little tract would make 100 oonverta 
whora Herbert SpoBoer'a great voIumo 



would make one. 1 have elucidated and 

slmpiihfed world Problem' so that the peo- 
ple can understand them." 

iir. T. J. BowieSf our Indiana presa-wrlter, 
Iccvurer and sage, wriios aa louows: 

A^uuoiig m uiy jua««iiwiAi WAiA increase, 
lae lueiuMci AUAp lU ui« ifciii4,criaiASi jUMUcoir 
uon rapidly as tue uutriiiUiion aaiong 
tue masses of itrotner VVetULem's Canal 
A^over auoi'ess. lue aierature Qi ine wonu 
ttoes not contain a more lucid and convmc- 
lUg expusiilon oi ihe pollusopu^' of Maioriai- 
ism taaa Is lound m tnia beautiful and mas- 
picttUiuiuutt ut tue suoject. 

' .iiA> p«au wooid oo 10 aavu Uie addreas 
puk up lu aruciiuie loruit w^ica wouid co*t 
auout }6 cuiiS oaon, for twenty or tiurty 
iiioubaud, autt then reuuvsi «ai;n member of 
lue ifeiAu>r«aiisi iUftSowAaouu ana uicii iiieia- 
iM»r oi tue i>uca«>o oecaiSA' iju*uu to buy 
irum 00 to eoo» a««curuaig to iiivir nuanciai 
auAUkj, «aiu OAsaiuu^e uit.m broa4c«u^ 
AiAioiig th«i luoiaurotts uurlatians. 

'toe propagauua poiposes, i^uuung would 
be ttiorw e«a6i«»ut uiau uiat great sp«ecni U 
wouao uo more good i^iau aui* otuer avail- 
aoie means, aua 1 nope you wui adopt the 
piau suggvsted." 

!• «if iiowlas, MOi., Muncie, ma. 

Alior Mrs lieiui m» a^uw« uar *iiMi-i'ie«- 
luent, reaa Ui« aua r es» ok uiv u Mie 
wruio me: 

"wny not nave tnai picture of ti&e three 
Oitas ana tnav aaui^ss m buoi^ you «u'w 
to get upr* 

A>ufc u IS much better to have it in a paiu- 
phiet by itseil, tor At win oe much uie^por 
than lAo book, many more Uipiea oau ue 
prmted, and It should be aistr«uutea espec- 
ially to reach the nuelUgent, reading, iiuna- 
Ing claasai. 



OOOO PLAN •UOOftSTSa 



TMa la What We Have Urged Upon Ail 
our Readera aa a Meana or Making 
the Slada a •ueeeea. 



(By Helen U. PhUbrkk.) 

If thla plan pleaaaa you Ui answer to your 
appeal m the Bhule to-night, why not make 
a number of ooploa of It and Inclose several 
to eaoh aubacrlber to use aa personal In- 
duoements In getting aubsorlbers? 

The copy of what wo have aigned and 
aeat In to you wlU ahow to thooe from whom 
we sollelt subaorlbera that we have made It 
a peraonal natter^ that the Biado'a hitoresu 
are ours, that wo have espouaed tta oauae, 
and will give a reaaoa for bothering thoa 
with aa appeal to aabaerlbe. 



Ww Inataaoe, I oould not approach a 
aeml-etranger or caaual friend with a re- 
quest to give me $2 for a paper subseriptloo 
unlesa some such obligation like this waa 
ready to show as an excuse for that appbaL 
I oould Inclose these slips In letters when I 
write friends, and with Just a few worda In 
explanation avoid oftense this way. So It 
seems might the rest of "us." 

At any rate, I encloie this to you signed, 
and— if I fail to get the sub. before the New 
Year, the |2 will come out of my own pocket 

1 shall keep copy to help me to the "gall" 
I must use In order to "canvas." I never 
canvassed for anything but the Motherlove 
work in my life, but— I can for the Blue 
Grass Blade; "god" bless it! 

My plan is to have every subscriber make 
out and sign something like the fbUowIng^ 
and mall it to your — 
PR0MI880RY NOTE. 

In the interests of humanity and scien- 
tific researcb, for which the Blue Qrass 
Blade stands pre eminently, and to help 
hold linances, 1 hereby promise to secure 
one new subscriber be*we^n now and Jan- 
uary Isi, lUlu; or, in case ot taiiure to tto 
so, forward the amount of subscription 
f |2j ui>seU; making donation of the yeara 
subscription to some one of my personal 
friends, whose Intellectuality and moral 
character recommends them to me aa a 
person worthy of the g^t. 

Signed: HELES PHILBRICK. 

Address; 457 Ulysses St, Loa Angeles, CaL 
Date: Nov. 20. hjra of Man, m. 



TH0UQHT9. 



The thought lives on forever-more, 
On self's dependent shore, 
Omniscient holds within ita hand 
The seething masa of earth and sand. 
The liquid lavaa sweep 
Upward from the deep. 
The coral reefs In heap, 
Where waters roll and leap. 

Oh thought I Oh God! I cannot grasp^ 

Nor hold wItlUn my olasp 

The ocean deep, the ooeaa wave» 

Nor atay Ita hem and lave. 

But thoughta hivlslble, unseen. 

Forever stand between, 

To save immortal from the grmve, 

The thought, its soul, a body gave. 




King David «Jid King BokmiOB 

Led merry, merry lives. 
With their many, many ooneublnes. 

And many, many wives. 
But when old age crept <»'< r tlu>rn 

With Its many, many qualms, 
KinK Solomon wote the Proverbs, 

And King David wrote the Psalms. 
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•pimtfid BnoourasMfMiit. 

NEW YORK.— I see that you are one of the 

kirul that will tako nMvlr«', and I say, of course, 
tlif (.ri. s wlio ar.' livrht will :iKr. wlih me in 
i<'«:mu1 to tlu' stock policy that you have turned 
down. 1 will send you a bit of enooura«ement. 
and you will have no dividend to pay on It— E. 
FOOTE. 

About the School. 
MINNESOTA.— Pleaae send me fuU nar- 
tlculara ahout your Correiipondenoe fohool In 
all biaiiciK s. i>o«.s It lead to devTM? Can I 
«ubHtituT wo k 1 had In othar bmneliaaT— A. 

n. WOLFE. D. D. 



Full of ■neouragtment. 

IOWA. -I H.'c that my time for the Rlatlc 
♦•xi'iivs (his iiiuiitli. and I am wauling the en- 
cUiHtd tnict |)ubllMhed in the Plade. When 1 
■ee it in the Blade I wiU send my renewal for 
the next year.— E. O. CHASE. 

We Have Several Left. 
ORBOON.— Have you still Jn flock "A Trip 
to Rome" by J. B. WilM>n? If ao» what la it 
worth?— J. H. WIRTZ. 



Must Be the P. O. 
MLSSOURI.— For some reason, we here at 
CapUnser Milla do not set the Blade very reg- 
ularly— only about every other Issue We do 
licit like to mi.Ms any of thorn: th<'v aie too >;ood 
to los.-. Hid not u.-t .opi.s of o. t IMh. Nov. 
Lst, nor Nov. 16th. Did you puldish on thos^ 
datear They have been holding a '*blff meec- 
inv" near here. I attended one ni«ht, an^t It 
waa very amuainc to see them "Jiaviiw^ alniier^" 
— moatly ohildren.— J. M. AUSTIN. 



Makat Anathar Lap. 

NORTH DAKOTA.— Enclosed please find 

II. r.n to pay for another year for th<- r^lad. . 
I'l.as.- rli.-.m;.. tny I 'ost . dllc' to Si,ii.- ..f W.ish- 
iiiK'ton as KiVL-n heiein— A. C. ANDKlliiON. 



Agrees with Mrs. Bllven. 

I'F.VXSYLVA.MA. I'lejmc send j.aper rl;?ht 
aloiij?. Will .s. iid mnii. y as soon as 1 ^o to 
t(»wn. Am thinklntf of Kolng t,) Franklin to 
atay tnis Winter; will Icnow within a oouple of 
weeks. I think Mra. Bllsa Bliven'a plan ia 
the best. Will contribute my mlta if you adopt 
it.— L. C. OUILJ>. 



Crippled, but Still Fighting. 
.M.MNF. 1 have ju.st Kot up fr»»n» a siege of 
rheumatism, grippe and god knows what elae. 
Have been sick about a month, and am rather 
Irritable and nervous; so if i se.-m lmi»tn|ent 
and saucy tt» some of ow. w. ll meaning' ftleiuls 
I hope they'll pardon nie. 1 feel like scolding 
eertaln subscribers to our grand paper— the 
Blade. What should we do without It? Do you 
ever think! WHAT Sllol'f.n WI^: DO IF TllK 
KLAIHO .^Hnl l.H Sri:M)? And do you 
owe iiie Huiall .sum of $1.50 for a year for this 
same Blade? You know what our editor baa 
aald— It la Impossible to run much longer unless 
thosi' who are behind hand In their subscrip- 
tions. I'AV IP! l>o >ou thItJk. •Oh. the 
others will pay and keep It cMng." What a 
mean dlapoaltlon for a Fraathlakar. a tnia and 



honest liberal to harbor. Do TOIJ owe for the 
Blade? If you do, for god's sake, PAY UP, or 

tell our editor you are too prxir and cannot 
I>o«.sil»!\ do it. Tlie e ma.\- \»' sonie wlio cannot 
pay, who have all they can do to live, and yet 
who want the paper. Will such write to the 
Blade. Informing It of your circumstances? I 
believe a true liberal, a rf)tiPtaiit reader and 
lover of our pai). r would not lie about his con- 
dition. I also think there is a poor devil here 
and there who'll pay a year's subscription for 
such as cannot afford It. Write to me. so no- 
body .-Ise will know about it. and as soon as I 
can ^r-t .ihout a^,'airj I II s.-- if 1 .Mn't i-olhot 
among our friends a year's payment for you. 
Id rather give I6.M a year than that this 
splendid paper should suspend. PAY UP. and 
do what you can for it. Fnrloscd is $1.00 for 
tlie Mlad.-. 1 wish I could do more, but busi- 
ness is so poor that I cannot. Hoping you'll 
keep afloat.— I. 8. CURTIS. 



One from the Shoulder. 

.M.MNR. I am in my st part of tli.- 

year, ami so can perhaps claim a reasonable 
excuse for not replying to your question in the 

Blue Orass Blade of two weeks ago. and when 

a man is In his b-z year, he does not care too 
rnueb for additiornl an\i. ties 

I am s .rr\ the Blade in so hampe ed l>y dls- 
I inoiai.le subscribers: very sorry In more ways 
than one. We. who ought to stand before the 
w<»rld ( urrept to the letter In i»ur private liv.s. 
thus tdl the willing mouths of our tJi- oio-i.- 1 1 
f- lends with hot shot to llitik' at us. .My ad- 
vice is. why not make the Blade a bi-weekly, 
or even a monthly paper? I would like to see 
this done. I honestly think that the articles 
would be more carefully rea<l. th? writers would 
have more time to prepare them, ami our new 
gifted »'ditor woulu have more time to ahout 
and lect\ire. <>!• d« bate. etc. .\n<l I am plad to 
see that there is less habit than formerly of 
flinging snroasm at the old country, or any 
other country for the matter of that. I my- 
self am pi (Hid to siiy th.it 1 im an i:nirlishina n. 
and wb« II 1 nn t some \t i: or two au.> two 
countrymen, both Freethinkers. I KTUve each of 
them a copy of the Blue Otass Blade, and by 
ehanoe In each copy was a eut against our 
country. Of course. \..u .-.miM jof tilatne any 
lntellil,'etit per.soji f,>i |.f';>,ii!U snl.scrlb.« ro 

a paper that was addli-ted to bitter Irony 
agalnat the country they were not ashamed to 

hall from. Would an American In a like case? 

I hope the Blade will on and on: and 

make friends as time k:o. s t.\ . its \\.'1| wri'ten. 
able articles ave worthy »>f careful reading. 
Long life to tha Blade! Toura tnily.— WM. 
COOPER. 

Comes Up with Renewal. 
KAN.SAS.— I note by the tab on my last 
Blade that tha tlma to renew ia cloaa at hand. 

and as I cannot well get along without it I 
enclose djaft for $1 .'O to ulvance niy subscrip- 
tion another year. 1 note uliat \i.u say uniler 
the title, "Shall the Blade Live or Die?" I 
believe tha plan augseated by you la all rlsht. 
and if adopted would put the good old Blade 
on a solid foundation I approve of the plan of 
iiH orporatiiui. anvi will snl'-. l il-e for one or two 
Hlmre.<i of stock. Th e Freethinkers of this 
oouBtry eaaaot afford lo let tha Blada so down. 



We mum* be equal to this emergency. Tha 

efforts put forth by the Romish Church to de- 
strr)y our llSerti. s must be counteracted, and 
the r r. ' tii 1,1 . IS :i':d .«?oc!allst9 are the only 
ones that can and are willing to do It. We 
must not let this hvdra-headed monster ateal 
our llbertks. That dimnable despotism known 
as the RoM-an Citliolic fJiureh in always on the 
alert, wate'iintr e\ • fv chance to i^.-t nv^re 
power. Encouraged by the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration, they have become more bold. So It'a 
up to us Socialist and Freethinkera to show our 
mettle and stand Arm. Wishing you and our 
eauae sucoesa.— J. F. MATO. 



OHIO.— Our committee haa not mat yat. I 

see we must change our dates. February Uth 
Is r.!neoln*s t^irthdav. and there are at leaat 
from 2<>0 to 2')0 h. l.^nuitu? to the club of OUT 
best men. many of whom would like to attMd 
the debate. You and Mr. Keysar will lis that 
matter. The hall we want to get was alao 
encraeed by the club a veir niro for the Ittb. 
-Vs soon ;!S you fix the .| r. < the .-ommlttaO 
will report to you. Find » closed check fOr 
16. for which move my tape -orward ona jraar; 
also Mr. R. p. Hlckox ona y^ ir. Tha It you 
will apply to the poor fund. - d. Toomey. 



THE SQUIRREL PROBLBH 

A Different Answer. 
Answer to the Squirrel Problem.— A man 

makes a circle arotmd a tree, but the squirrel 
ke.^ps coins? around the tree on t>i- ..pn.wite 
side fiotn tile m.in Poes the ni;in i;o ,<rn uid 
the squirrel? Yes If the squirrel Is not higher 
than his head. To go around anything la to 
generate a cl e|e enclosing It. But If the tqulr- 
rei Is higher thtn the generator ha la oat aida 
the plane of the circle.— A. A. 



yRW YORK.— Yours to hand. Tou are a 

good deal better nt hitting Jewish superstition 
than reasot'iTMr ilwit the squirrel. It don't 
make any .l !Y i. n ■• wIml th ' squirrel did 
wrh regard to the man going around him. The 
squirrel might have turned someraaulta until 
he died. That would not change tha flaot of 
tha man going around the squlrral.— C. R. 
Woodward. 



IOWA.— John B. Barnes of Plttsfleld. Me.. 

asks how thf» htinter could he east. west, south 
irid !;.<itli .<f t' .' i'!ir'"I n'fbo i* coing aroimd 
liini I w ' i!'! kV: Mr I' lrv-s Mow the himter 
could «o around the s'.uirrel when the tree 
was always l>etween them. Tha htmtar and 
the sqidrrel are each revolving around the same 
.•.■nf.'r ithi- ■■.■et.'f of the trep>. each at a 
.litf.r-nt '.I IS M:d bo h making the same 
number <>f re\oI'mon« in the same time. Let 
Mr. Barnes go to his buggy and elavata one 
wheel from the ground: let him tie a string 
a.>rund or> sT»oke near the felly and let this 
string r. pr. sent the hunter; then let him Me a 
strong around another spoko on the opposite 
side, near the hub, and l«'t tbia atrlns repre- 
sent the sndrrei. Let Mr. «'^smat turn tlia 
whe.-i s. . \ how jft4m lh'1 atrlns ■••r 

th.' r. II- L^o.^ around tha Btrliis Uad naar tiM 

hub. — A Subscriber. 



Dees Not oQ Aruond. 

MISi»OrBl - -rone.>rninir .Tohn B. BarMO* 
answer to the f imous squirrel |)ioblem. I 
to say that while one may walk one or 
complete olrelea around tha trea trtank tlMit 
hides the squirrel and be north, eaat. south and 
west of the sqtiirrel. the fact remains that one 
has not bet n on thi- rii;ht or 1. ft siilvs nor be- 
hind the squirrel; therefore, one has not been 
around It.— Andraw Rood. 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



Naumann Orchestra 



Tie PdiMe's PrcM fitve 'Em Fits. 



B. D. NATTMAN, Vfolfn. 

ANNA L Wl'MAN. Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN, Cornet, or Clarinet. 

Otber inttrnmwti added if desired. 



FMritM in Hi edyocaej of FreetlMiiflit 



PubltoM wMj at 111 
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Ovf^r r.oo pieces of Th<' ln*o=t nui?ic suit- 
able for any program ;ilw;i\- on lianfl. 
Lock Box 800. phoi,. 1LV,... 

siG()ru.\i:v. IOWA. 



J. ». 

OfMel pepir ef tW llalerialitt AMOitoltov 
la Caaada, er PenigB Covattlaa, a Taai 
•■tatilfCiaa, fo Gaata a Yaai. 



THEKEssioN., puNETs Tomtnow IHaeaztae 

wondCi why the Eirih moves, wriic to tbe iythor for a " m^^mm « w w v m^mww^w i w 



wondct why the Eirih moves, wriic to tbe author for a 



THE 

A B C Of Religion 

▲ COLLECTtON OP POEMS 
Prom a Type-Written Family Bible WltlMat 

Policy or Piety 
Bu^ Full of Common Sense. 

By JOSEPH HAIQH, 

Obebaase. nilaols. 

25 CENTS. 
Aidraaa the Author or Blut Grass Blade. 



Marriage and Divorce 



JOSKPH1NK K. HENRY 
VtRSAILLIt* KENTUCKY. 

Tbousanda of eoplea oc tbla up-to-date 

pamphlet are now In circulation in tMt 
United Stales and Kn^land. It treatr. tL 
forcible style of the most important piOb- 
lea before tbe Ameriean people. It aboald 
be lead by botb married and atafle, by an 
men and women wbo deilre domeata 
condif ions. 

All orders promptly filled by the autho: 
1 Copy ft Oema. • eeplea One Oelto> 

PON THINKSNi WNO TNINK 



la tbe only pablieation In tbe world that 
deals witb all human problems from tbe 

Impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f)- those wht 
wish to see how their own cherished be 
liffs and sacred notions appear in ths 

sod Reform, 
nude, stripped of all racial bias and preju 
dice. 

liy reading this magazine you will learn 
to draw all your conclusicjn.s frf)m funda 
mental iirinciples, 1. e., you will learn U 
think correctly. 

bPKCIAlr— We will send three montfe 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If yon 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or 11.00 per year. This offlce may U 
withdrawn at tmj time, ao yo« ba 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHINQ CO., 
Ilk 



SEkDS 

Buckbee*t **Fun of Life** Nofthern Grawi 
Pedixreed Seed* have a retivletioii d years o 
•uccessful Ki*ed gromng behind them. It pays t( 
plant the Xtvat. 

Seaaonable Specialties:— 

Earliest Red Valentine . . f ^so Bushel 
aefUKve— Kxtra Karly . . Bushel 
New SiriuRlfss Ciem Pod . 1.5.70 Bushel 
Wardwi-ll's I nip. Ki<t?icy Wax U so Bushel 
Davis New VVIiiti \V.»x . . U-:s Hiislid 
Cnrric's Kust Trwoi Wax . <.« 30 liuhhcl 

Fxtra Karly Aliisk.. . . . f < so Hiislit?' 

N»-w i-:.tiiv i".t.,(iii. . . . . ^, Hiisiiti 

ll.,|sl.,r.J s M.i:k. t I, . f , Hii^h.l 

Hut kl.« i 's l.xpiibM I:, 00 Huhlicl 

Lettuce. Radkh, Toaiato and a full liii<- of 
oe* (Is, I'lants ami Bulbs at lowestt xrowinx priecs. 

Send fur complete ratalitgue or bubmit a list of 
your requiremenU and willquote prices. 
Buy direct from the crower— Save Money. 
Write today. Meotioa this paper. 

H. W. BUOKBEE 

SaiiNmi. leaf are. M. 




Thafe what "THIC 

s«'.\!:i.i:t .><f? \i>(»\v ■ 

WuUer Hurt s irrt-.it rul- 
Ical novel, dose to the 
Coreee of biaotry and eu* 
pt'iHtltlnn. And the see* 
\iinr pronn of the eountry. 

hy the ebureb 
element, la throwlna a 
over It too. No other 
novel of thl« decade has 
b»'eri SO wMpIv nnd nn 
Ulttcrly dcrioiinrod l»y 
orthod«x iTltlca —which 
IB eufflelent proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ati'd a fensntlon In COn- 

0^^^ scrvnttve circlee and 
auaed constematlov 
amona the elergy. 
It le enthuelaatlcall^ 
endorsed by leadinf 
Fr.t-lthlnkerP through- 
out the world. You al. 
know how Hurt can wHto. and In tbla book 
he la at iiia beat, it la an eteaant volume 
nt to ornament the finest library; oontalnind 

IL'2 paKea. printed on iwavy eaa**boll papef 
and bound In ox-blood cln^h 
I1.M. poatpald. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



MLBNDID CHANCB TO OWN MYINC 
•OIL IN BUCKBYB tTATB. 



])<t you Nv.ii.f ;i L'ls iUT*' f;irin" 

1)0 you want it in Ath< ns. rmnity, Ohio? 

Do you want the beat of soil? 

Two-Btory double barn, almost new. Also 
six room farm houso (good condition). 
.M)un<l:!nf'»* of best water throughout farm. 
Two wrils on«' clHtem; good out buildings. 
Entir*' farm und«'r cultivation. Small 
woodlnnd. Ixautiful pasturaKC, apples and 
p. arli. s. in (•♦ nt. r of coal field. Two 
shafts >4 mll(^ ♦ast. another going down; 
4 sliafts J><j mil* s nor li and northwest, an< 
2 more going down. Coal K feet to 14 feet, 
never less than S fe«'t. One quarter mik 
to pike (new); 3Vi miles to county seat— 
Athens— 8,000 inhabltanU. Junction K. ft 
M.. B. A O., and H. V. R. R. In Hocklns 
Valley. Heirs are K'oing to sell ftt OMe^ 
Bring cheeli boolt; you can't keep fftMB bUy* 
ing. Sell as low as |50 per acre. 

Atheni. O. U. 8. LARCH. M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A ■fffflatlft Weekly, that advocatee 
trial UaloniMD. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
■DITBD BY A FRBBTHINKBR. 

The enemy of everythlnv that aupporto tbe 

exlatlng social order. 
Send for sample lopy. 

Addrtaa: The Wage blave Box IS7. Hancock, 
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B« Surt and 8ubtcrlh« For 

Secular Thought 



• F^rtnlflitly J^vmal •! 



OHtl- 



Organ of tl« 
CANADIAN MCULAII UNION AND THI 

TORONTO 8ECULAR tOCIBTY. 

Kditor • ' • J. Spencer Ellii. 
Published at 185^ Queen St. WMt, To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms. $1 per annVB, tft 

advance; single copies, 10 cents. 
All comraunications for the Editorial do- 

partment should be addressed — 

J. Sponoer Kills, "Secular Thou}?ll^" 
isr.u Qu<'pn St. West. Toronto. Can 
All Husinrs.s CDniniunicatlonti, orders for 
^ooks, printing, etc.. should be addressed— - 

0. M. BLLIi. Proprlotor aad PvUliior. 
floovlar Tteof hi. 

IWH Quota tt Woit, 

TofCNito, Caa. 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and sav<» money. I deal with 
the best cutters and lar>^e.-^t ini|)orters 
direct; have forty years' experience; am 
an aeottrato Jndgo and aaalyit of those 
boaattfttl gome, and diacnoio thorn In all 
thetr moat delicate and Intrinsic eharactm. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy tho 
noods for cash as 1 rec» ive the orders, thus 
obtaining best discounts. Tliis saves in- 
terest on capital invested, rents, salaries 
and the largo per oont of loat Inoldontal 
to and onaTotdable by all doaleri who carry 
stock. The small commission T will charge 
you for niy time, fncilitie.s and judi^in* nt 
will be trilling in comparison to the savings 
between the pric< s your retail jewolor 
MUST charge you and mine. Send mo a 
trial order. Upon roeolpt of goods oomparo 
with otbera, and if not satisfactory, rotum 
and get your money. Diamonds 
♦ d In la'r^t artistic de i^ns at lowest 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut pricea of Watches, Dla- 
monda, Jowelry, Bilvor. Plated or Opttoal 
gooda, Proe Thought and ether Badgoo, 
IngeraoU apoona and my famoua traet: 
•Theism In The Crucible." free. 

OTTO WiTTSTEIN 

U Qranft Cook Co^ 111. 



BULBS 

spBciAL omai' 



' >lii«le to. M14 Maw ] 



1 will innke Tou m penuMMl euii- 1 
Ion ffiuusBtMd «t yoar ^ 



■ r. S.itir»fartl 

' Souvenir Collection 



no Ch ) •.. n ilt>«lnir1i-n- 



• Ej* N»r<<l.<u<, Itnroln Tulli-. i'»rrut Tulip, Vir .^i 
1 l nlt»c« Tulip. OiklU, PKnob, Bwntm Md Dutch U;«>.;:. 
r»rlj kD<i U»» T..ilp«. nc . n». 

VI AKANTEED TO PLKAAR 
TVr/iif to» dM^ i»f f m/oiT thljj^per \ 



to AOWr fOft»C« »» I J'l. klnf «< I rr . I.. •• U • « 



Ith inr U( lllu«lr»t< 
>t Bvok. XalU ftU • 

PUaU. 

I xn CommtiDorAtloB of • cMtfaiMM, mmmmM VuIoms I 

* I I rr<*at frMof «it»r(* alth lbi< (''>Ur.-(' - ' ■ 

t....| I iHpHulb. Tt.-rr.«>.! fl.r.l »o 

iH. W. Buckbee ' ROCKFORD. ILL. 



THE 

Humanitarian Ravinw 



QUATLY INLARQID AND IMMIOVia 



Singleton W. Daria, Bdltor and Pnbliahor. 
No. 854 B. 64 8t. Loi Angelea. Cal. 



Friet, 91410 a yoar; tlnglo oopy, lOe. 



Conatnietlvot Conoroto» 

Praetieal, Organlaod .and 

Aggretlve Propagandism of 



Truth as RtvoaUd by Modem tclonct. 



Tho RoTlow lahoffi fbr tho omanolpatlon 
of tho human mind from tho dobaaing 
thralldom.of Bnporatltlon. Snpomatoraliam 
and Myatieiim. and fbr the upbuilding of an 
enlightened othieo^ientiflo lifo. It la 
radical without hoing rabid and atana to 
refute tho errors of men by reason rather 
than ridieulo or aorimonious disputation. 
It stands fdr Virtuo. Morality and Nohilty 
of Charaoter as tho best oafognards for 
this life and preparation for any possible 
future life. 

Send flve S cent stamps for Sample Copy. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a lifo timo for wobmo 

who love Rood clothes. 

High Srheol cirls rnii (^btalii their prad- 
uation dresses wirliout cost; worUinp Kirls 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer dresses 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Roiia fide offer w ^ fr;iii(1. no grafting or 
(lisnuret ali't' duti.-; to p. rforrn. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-eent postage stamp to 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SEAQREEN 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLK. 

OF 

Healf s Religious Stickers 

Till- saiii.' brinj; vhori qiiouitious from 
Our \hiiv H av.'iily Fatlur." Our Bless- 
• •(! Savior." 'Haalams .\.-s." '.Mary Christ", 
Our Frit'iid. hr D. vil. * and other person* 
au- - of sacred ni* mory. 

Th' s.' are suitaul.- for stieking on church 
d'l.M^ and oth. r obj.'CTs wliere they will do 
n o.-' iiood in -pn adini; the "'glad tid- 
ings of srea' joy." 
Until April 1, 1!)09. address— 

FRANKLIX HEALD. 

Circleville. Ohio. 



Do Too Bdicvc 



That We Humans are as Important af 

Pigs. Potatoes and Ptips? 

Po yoM believe fh.ir we "crown ups ' 
.md evoii ihe Children. sh.u;ld know as 
mneh Tihoiit onrs« :\. > w > know abou 
rUhi --. Pl'iW* r- nn • Fioi: " 

Di> yoii bolifve in Belter Fn'geny, a Mora 
Ulevnted Race, anywav: 

Tf so. p<^nd ! 25 for a year's subscriptloiL 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
he in the Van of Human Progress. 

I*ul>lished monthly ar 649 South Mail 
St.. Los Angeles, California. U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial throe montht. 
with pamphlet ''Institutional Marrlago," H 
oents stamps. 



Tin Holy Bible 

InaNiitshel 



A New Hooliltn showing up the contradio- 
tlons and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to 'Jarr their faith 
ai d 1 -troy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! Singlo oopy lOo, t fsp fSe, 18 
for $1.00. 

\ddress: J. FRANTZ. 
i:ilis Street., San h'r-.iieiseo. Cal 



SEEDS 

SPKCIALOFPIII: 

TmaJc «•> buiM >>ir nu*in(>M. AtrlalwlUl 

iiiiU" >. 11 o(ir j>eriu.»iit lit cu:itoiner. 

Prize Colkctlon i::;l:*^:LnX!'{l'i;.'''eI 

f 11 Iha till. HI ; larniv.. 7 »j.Vii.li.t ': n«!..ii. s itemi \ntit- 

I U0«; lU ll|>rli ■■fl.inrrlxc Hulh« itj V.irif lU H tU *U. 

' «il AU.VNTKI I» TO I'LI V»i:. 

Write tO'day: Mention this PMper, 

SEND 10 CENTS 

i to torm potbsf* ftnd \n.k and rviov* tkU valnable J 
-* puotpald. i>y«ther 

». HrMutinil N.«>«l MiiU I _ . 

- t tL • IU-i»t **t <-tif. ot » I'liUU. eW. 

, n. n. d'JCkOce, BocKroRD.iLL 
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U BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 1 9 TO DECEMBER 27, 1 ^08 



Worthy a Place in Kvery American Library 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Jan- 
uary I, 1909. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
Dn outside of cover. The volume will be handsomely bound. 

fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Days to Work In 

8inrfl» Volmn»» on 8ycial Order, $a.50 

This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 

Picttires and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked* 

PREMIUM OrrCR GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



